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DATE

1939/03/00

1939/08/27

1939/09/02

1939/10/13

1940/05/12

1940/06/14

1940/07/02

1940/07/10

1940/08/01

1941/04/30

1941/06/22

LOCATION

Neisse, Wehrkreis VIII

Neisse

Glogau, Posen, Witkowo, Slesin,
Konin, Wreschen, Kutno, Sroda,
Gniezno, Mogilno, Szubin, Poland

Wolfs tein, Kaiserslautern,
Blieskastel, Homburg,
Voelklingen, Saarbruecken

Blies River, Sarreguemines,
Forbach, France

Maginot Line, Sarralbe,
Marne-Rhine Canal, Vosges
Mountains, Cirey

Zweibruecken, Bruchsal

ruj.ci.jia

1941/12/16

1942/01/18

Lowicz, Skierniewice, Grojec

Gora Kalwaria, Radom, Pulawy

Minsk, Mazowiecki, Wolomin

Bug River, Bialowieza, Slonim,
Slutsk, Bobruisk, Rogachev,
Krichev, Roslavl, Desna River,
Yelnya, Vyazma, Gzhatsk,
Volokolamsk, Istra

Mozhaisk, Ruza

Gzhatsk

ACTIVITY

Activation of 252.ID (4.Welle) by
conversion of 252.LdwD,
formation, training

Operational readiness, training
(source: Potsdam catalog)

Movement, assembly, antipartisan
operations, security and
occupation duty

Transfer,
border security, regrouping

Crossing, advance,
offensive engagements

Penetration attack,
battles for,
rehabilitation

Movement

occupation duty

Movement, border security, regrouping

Movement, training

Crossing, advance into Russia,
offensive engagements

Movement, defensive operations

Withdrawal, position defense

CHAIN OF COMMAND

Subordinate to: Stellv.Gen.Kdo. VIII , 1939/03/00-1939/09/05

C.O.: Gen.Lt. Diether von Boehm-Bezing, 1939/08/26-1942/01/29

Subordinate to: AOK 8, 1939/09/05-1939/09/13
Mil .Bfh . Posen, 1939/09/14-1939/10/11

AK 24, 1939/10/12-1939/11/02
AK 12, 1939/11/02-1940/05/30

AK 24, 1940/05/31-1940/07/10

AK 35 Hoeh.Kdo.. 1940/07/10-1940/07/17
AK 44, 1940/07/18-1941/04/14

AK 35 Hoeh.Kdo., 1941/04/15-1941/06/03
AK 43, 1941/06/04-1941/07/10
Bfh.rueckw.HGeb. Mitte, 1941/07/10-1941/08/21
AK 53, 1941/08/22-1941/09/16
AK 7, 1941/09/16-1941/09/24
AK 12, 1941/09/24-1941/09/29
AK 44, 1941/09/29-1941/10/18
AK 7, 1941/10/18-1941/10/25
PzGr 4 (Gruppenreserve), 1941/10/25-1941/11/11
AK 9, 1941/11/11-1943/10/09
AK 39 Pz, 1943/10/10-1943/11/03
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DATE

1943/03/01

1943/11/03

1943/11/22

1943/12/21

1943/12/22

LOCATION ACTIVITY

Shimonovo, Podmoshch'ye, Disengagement movements,
Volochek, Sharipino, Dorogobuzh, defensive operations,
Yelnya, Bayevo

Nevel

Nevel,
Gorodok

Obol River sector

Vitebsk

counterattacks

Attack, defensive operations

Redesignation as Kampfgruppe 252,
movement, defense

Release of Div.Kdo.252 and its elements
for defensive operations

Movement and defensive operations
of Kampfgruppe 252

CHAIN OF COMMAND

C.O.: Gen.Lt. Hans Schaefer, 1942/01/30-1943/01/10
Gen.Lt. Walther Melzer, 1943/01/10-1944/10/01

Subordinate to: AK 9, 1943/11/04-1943/12/19

AK 53, 1943/12/20-1943/12/21

AK 9, 1943/12/22-1943/12/31

Records of the 252.ID are reproduced on rolls 1740-1753 of Microfilm Publication T315 and are described following the unit history.

Although no records of this division dated later than 1943/12/31 were available in the National Archives, records of OKH/AHA, H37/86 (MR 1304),
the general officer personnel files, and situation maps of Lage Ost show:

1944/01/15 Obol River sector (between
Vitebsk and Polotsk)

1944/06/22 Utena, Alanta, Kurkliai,
Rezekne, Lithuania

1944/07/28 Kedainiai, Dotnuva

1944/08/01 Raseiniai
1944/08/02 Krustpils, Plavinas, Madona,

Latvia
1944/09/23 Mielau (Mlawa), Ciechanow, Poland
1944/10/01 Nasielsk
1945/01/15 Ploehnen (Plonsk), Radzyn, Nowe,

Graudenz, Starogard, Sopot
1945/03/12 Danzig

1945/04/06 Bohnsack (Sobieszewo)
1945/05/01

Reorganization as 252.ID, position
defense, defensive operations

Disengagement movements

Reorganization as Kpf.Gr.252, withdrawal,
disbandment 1944/07/31

Reorganization as 252.ID, defensive operations
Disengagement movements

Movement, defensive operations
Position defense
Disengagement movements

Movement, defense,
reorganization as Kpf.Gr.252

Withdrawal, defensive operations
Destroyed or captured

C.O.: Gen.Lt. Paul Drekmann, 1944/10/01-1945/03/25
Obst. Georg von Unold, mFb., 1945/03/25-

Manuscripts in the Foreign Military Studies series, prepared by former German officers for the Historical Division, Headquarters U.S.
Army, Europe, between 1945 and 1959, contain references to the 252.ID as follows:

Orsha, winter 1943-44: MS T-010, p. 52 (Rollbahnschlachten bei Orsha - Abwehrtaktik bei Durchbruechen im Osten) by Gen.Obst. Erhard Raus,
English: see DA Pamphlet No. 20.233 (German Defense Tactics against Russian Breakthroughs).w
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252. I N F A N T E R I E - D I V I S I O N

C O N T E N TS

la, A n l a g e 1 zum K T R . O L d e r s , su rveys , reports , and
messages p e r t a i n i n g to m o v e m e n t to Posen ( P o z n a n ) via
T nche.n berg ( Z m i q r o d ) , H e r r n s t a d t ( W a s o s z ) , and G o s t y n ;
o p e r a t i o n s aga ins t pa r t i s ans , r e m o v a l o f mines , and
secur i ty a c t i v i t y , 4-15 Sep; m o v e m e n t to and repa i r o f
b r idges , s ecu r i t y of rear a reas , r econna i s sance and
search ac t iv i ty , t a k i n g ancl e x e c u t i n g hostages, and
cont ro l o f re fugees in the W i t k o w o , Slesin, K o n i n ,
K o i o , K u t n o , and Wresc r t^n ( W r z e s n i a ) areas, 16-30 Sep;
m o v e m e n t to and o c c u p a t i o n d u t y in the Posen, G n i e z n o ,
H o n e n s a l z a ( I n o w r o c l a w ) , Mog i lno , S z u h i n , Sroda,
S c h r i m m ( S r e m ) , and Kos t en ( K o s c i a n ) areas o f Po land ,
1-6 Oct 1939.

Ic, K I B 1 . War j o u r n a l c o n c e r n i n g e n e m y a i r and
a r t i l l e ry a c t i v i t y , 1 Ff»b-10 May 1940, and e n e m y
d e f e n s i v e opera t ions in the Blies R i v e r sector and in
th3 Sarreguemines area. A register of intelligence
of f ice r s .

Ic , \ r i l a g e n h e f t I zum KT5. laps s h o w i n g the location
of G e r m a n and e n e m y forces in the Blies R i v e r sector
and in the Sa r regucmines area; G e r m a n p r o p a g a n d a
learlets in the French language .

Ic r r a k t i s c h e M e l d u n g e n . Repor t s concerning G e r m a n a n d
e n e m y m i l i t a r y s i t ua t i on a n d reconna issance ope ra t ions
a l s n g the A K 12 f r o n t , 2 N o v 1939-21 May 1940; reports
e v a l u a t i n g the French forces f a c i n g A K 12 ; and maps
s h o w i n g the location of e n e m y forces in the Forbach and
S a r r e g u e m i n e s areas.

Ic, T a g e s m e l d u n g e r , Teil 1. D a i l y
e n ^ m y a i r and ar t i l lery ac t iv i ty ,

Ic, l a g e s m e l d u n g e n , Teil 2. D a i l y
e n a m y a i r and ar t i l le ry ac t iv i ty .

Ic, rakt i sche M e l d u n g e n and Nachricht .en. Reports
concerning reconnaissance and assault operat ions,
a r t i l l e ry target reconnaissance , m i l i t a r y securi ty.

D A T E S T T K M NO

252 . T O P 4 9 / ?

103

R O L L 1ST ? & A ' 1 £

1 7 U 0 1

1 9 4 0 / 0 2 / 3 1 - 1 9 4 0 / 0 5 / 2 4

1940/05/1 2- 1940 /05 /20

1939 /10 /29 -1940 /05 /21

2 5 2 . i n W 4 8 1 a

2 5 2 . i n W 4 R 1 h

2 5 2 . I D

1 7 4 J

1 7 4 0

1 740

2 7 5

2 ) 6

reports conce rn ing

reports concern ing

1939 /11 /01 -1940 /01 /31

1940/02/0 1 -1940 /03 /2 -3

1939/10 /30-1940/05 /22

2 5 2. IP W 4 3 1 d

252.ID rf481p

252.ID M

1740 5^6

1740 732

1740 97b
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10U 252. I N F A N T E R I E - D I V I S I O N

C O N T E N T S

enemy air activity, and troop indoctrination and
entertainment; directives relating to training in air
defense and the control and treatment of prisoners of
war; and strength reports.

Ic, 3eistige Betreuung. Reports concerning troop
welfare, entertainment, and indoctrination.

Ic, Faindnachrichtenblatt. Intelligence bulletins
pertaining to enemy operations in Belgium, France, and
Norway.

I c , J e f a n g e n e n a u s s a a e n . I n t e r r o g a t i o n s u m m a r i e s ,
la, K T B 1 . War - j ou rna l concern ing the t ransfer f r o m

C J n i e z n o , P o l a n d , to W o l f s t e i n near Ka ise r s lau te rn ,
13-20 Oct, m o v e m e n t to and t r a i n i n g in the Blieskastel
are*, 20 Oct-9 N o v , and border security and t r a in ina in
the H a m b u r g , V o e l k l i n g a n , and Saarbruecken areas. A
casua l ty report ,

la , K. IB 2 . W a r j o u r n a l c o n c e r n i n g crossing the Blies
H i v e r , advance , and ho ld ing attack in the Sar reguera ines
a r e a , 12-26 i"!av 1940; release f r o m the f r o n t ; a n d
p l a n n e d m o v e m e n t to the Saac. A register of o f f i c e r s
and a casua l ty report ,

la, A n l a q e n z u m KT^ 1 . Orders concern ing t r a i n i n g , 29
Nov 1939-29 Apr 1940, and c o m b a t operat ions, 11-27 May
1940.

I a /S top i . , A n l a q e n . Direct ives c o n c e r n i n g the use of
m i n e s , l a y i n g m i n e f i e l d s , a n d cons t ruc t ion of f ie ld
f o r t if icati ons.

la, I n n e r e r Dienst , Pe r sona l ange l egenhe i t en ,
D r u c k v o r s c h r i f t , T r a n s p o r t e .

la, L e h r g a e n a e und A u s b i l d u n g s k o m m a n d o s , Pioniere,
N a c h r . T r a i n i n g direct ives and schedules, orders
r e l a t i n g to m a n e u v e r s and t r a i n i n g a t

• T r i i p p e n uebungsp la tz E a u m h o l d e r , and reports conce rn ing
reconna i ssance and assaul t opera t ions ,

la, L 3 h c g a e n q e u n d A u s b i l d u n g s k o m m a n d o s , T n f . u . A r t l ,

D A T E S I T E M N O . H O L L 1ST F R A M E

1 939/09/02- 1940/05/19

1939/10/29- 1940 /05 /25

1 9 3 9 / 1 0 / 3 1 - 1 9 4 0 / 0 5 / 2 3
1939/10/1 2-1940/05/1 1

1 9 U O / 0 5 / 1 2 - 1940 / J5 /28

1939 /11 /29 -1940 /05 /27

1939/10/3 1 -1^39/12 /31

1939 /10 /31 -1939 /12 /31

1940 /01 /31-1940 /05 /23

1 9 4 0 / 0 1 / 3 1 - 1 9 4 0 / 3 5 / 2 B

2 5 2 . T D W 4 R 2 i

2 5 2 . I D

252. T D W 4 f t 2 f
2 5 2 . I D W 5 2 2 a

2 5 ? . I D W 5 2 2 b

252.ID ^5223

252.ID W527/1

252.ID W527/2

252.ID W527/U

252.TD H527/5

1741

174 1

1741
1741

1741

1741

174 1

1742

1742

1742

1

434

532
631

776

822

880

1

72

221
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252. T N F A N T E R I ^ - D I V I S I O N 105

CONTENTS

Driers relating to the assignment of military
personnel to attend training schools.

Id, Lehrgaenge und Ausbildungskomma rid os, Pionierp,
Nachr. Orders concerning the assignment of military
personnel to attend training schools.

Id, Anlaqen. Reports and orders pertaining to th^
construction of command posts and positions, laying of
minefields, reorganization of the division's artillery,
and occupation of command posts.

la, Anlagen. Reports concerning assignment of military
personnel to training schools, road maintenance,
activity of the map and survey officer, and issuance of
military driver's permits; transport announcements; and
directives relating to chemical warfare defense.

la, 5paehtrupp- und Stosstruppunternehmen,
Kamptanweisungen. Orders and reports pertaining to
reconnaissance operations, 24 May, release of the
division from the combat front, 27-2B "lay, and planned
movement to the Saar for regrouping and training, 1
Jan-30 Apr 1940; afteraction reports and critiques
regarding combat and assault action of IP 461, 14, 17,
and 21 Mav; and special directives concerning signa]
communications.

id, Jrganisation und Ausbildung. Orders relating to
the assignment of military personnel to training
scaools and reorqanization of division units and
training schedules arid directives on courses of
instruc tion.

Id, Allgemeine Befehle und Verfuegungen. Division
status reports and strength and casualty lists.

la, Dperations-, Abloesungs- u. Umgliederungsbefehle.
Orders, directives, reports, and maps pertaining to
assembly in the Glogau area, 2 Sep 1939; construction
of positions, training, and reqrouping in the
Blieskastel area, 20 Oct-9 Nov, and in the Woelfersheim

U A T E S

1940 /01 /01 -1940 /05 /23

1940 /01 /01 -1940 /05 /23

1 940/01/01- i y 4 0 / J 5 / 2 8

1940/01/3 1 -1940 /05 /23

I T F K N O .

252. I D r f 527 /b

2 C > 2 . T D W 5 2 7 / 7

2 5 2 . T D 3 5 2 7 / 8

252 . ID W 5 2 7 / 1 0

tOLL 1 S T

1 7 4 2

1 742

1 742

1 7 4 2

J 3 b

52 b

7 4 5

93 J

1940 /01 /31 -1940 /05 /23

1940 /01 /01 -1940 /05 /24

1 9 3 9 / 0 9 / J 2 - 1 9 4 0 / D 5 / 2 5

252. ID W527b

252.ID rt527c

252.ID W527d

1 742

174 J

1743

1332

1

176
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106 252. I N F A N T E R I E - D I V I S T O N

C O N T E N T S

a ioa near H o r n bun, 15 N o v 1939-30 A p r 1940; assault a n d
re jo iHia issa nee opera t ions in the Blics Fiver sector,
1-15 M a y ; b o i l i n g a t t a c k i n t h e S a r r e g u e m i n e s a n d
F o c b a c h areas, 19-2b M a y ; relief of the d i v i s i o n by t he
75. I D a n d 2 5 7 . I T ; and w i t h d r a w a l to the rear area,
2 7 - 2 d !My 1940. S t a t u s reports .

I d , r t o r - j e n - u n d A b e n d m e l d u n q e n d e r D i v i s i o n u n d
a n t erst e l l t e n ^ i n h e i t e n . D a i l y repor ts conce rn ing
d i v i s i o n a n d e n e m y m i l i t a r y s i t u a t i o n , reconnaissance
o p e r a t i o n s , a i r and a r t i l l e r y a c t i v i t y , and casualties.

Id , ' l o r^en - und A bend m e l d u n q e n de r D i v i s i o n und
u n t e r s t e l l t e n F i n h e i t e n . D a i l y repor ts concern inq
d i v i s i o n a n d e n e n y m i l i t a r y s i t u a t i o n , reconnaissance
o p e r a t i o n s , a r t i l l e r y * n d a i r a c t i v i t y , and casualt ies.

la, J t e l l u n a s b a u . Direct ives cor.cerninq the
const j . 'let ion and m a n n i n q of f o r t i f i c a t i o n s .

la, v io rs )en- und A b e n d m e l d u n q e n de r D iv i s ion und de r
ins te rs t ellt en E i n h e i t e n . D a i l y reports conce rn inq
d i v i s i o n a n d e n e m y m i l i t a r y s i tua t ion , reconnaissance
j p ^ r a t i o n s , a i r arid a r t i l l e r y ac t iv i ty , and casual t ies .

la , l o rqen - und A b e n d m e l d u n q e n der Divis ion und der
un terst.pl] ten E i n h e i t e n . Da i ly reports concern inq
d iv i s ion and e n e m y m i l i t a r y s i tua t ion , reconnaissance
o p e r a t i o n s , a r t i l le ry and a i r ac t iv i ty , and casualties,
and the in te rcept ion of e n e m y radio c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .

la, ^ lorgen- und A bendmeld u n q e n der Div is ion und
u t i t e r s t e l l t en E i nh e i t en . D a i l y reports concerninq
d i v i s i o n a n d e n e m y m i l i t a r y s i t u a t i o n , reconnaissance
opera t ions , a r t i l l e ry and a i r ac t iv i ty , and casualties,
and the in te rcep t ion of e n e m y radio c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .

la, . lar jen- und A b e n d m e l d u n q e n de r Divis ion und
u n t e r s t e l l t e n E i n h e i t e n . Daily reports concerninq
d iv i s ion and e n e m y m i l i t a r y s i tua t ion , reconnaissance
opera t ions , ar t i l lery a n d a i r ac t iv i ty , and casualties,
and the in te rcep t ion Dt" e n e m y radio communica t ions .

O A T E 3 I T E M N O . R O L L 1 S T F H A M E

1939 /10 /25 - 1 9 3 9 / 1 1/15

1 9 3 9 / 1 1 / 1 6 - 1 9 3 9 / 1 1 / 3 0

1939 /11 /31-19UO/05 /17

1939/12/3 1 -1J39 /12 /23

1939 /12 /24 -1940 /01 /2^

1940 /01 /23 -1940 /02 /29

1940/03/3 1 -1940 /03 /31

252.10 M r ^ 7 L

252. in ''5?7s

2 5 2 . I D W 5 2 7 n

2 5 2 . I D t f 5 2 7 n 1

252 . in M527o

252. ID W 5 2 7 p

2 5 2 . I D W 5 2 7 q

1 7 4 3

1 7 4 3

1743

1 7 4 3

1744

1 7 4 4

1 744

3 7 3

3 5 4

2 4 0

4 3 8
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252. I N F A N T E R T E - D I V 1 S I O N 107

C O N T E N T S O A f E S T T " M N3. R O L L 1 S T F R A M E

la, . lorgen- u n d A b e n d m e l d u n q e n d e r Div i s ion u n d 1940/04/0 1- 1 9 4 0 / 0 4 / 2 6 2 5 2 . I D W 5 2 7 r 1 / 4 4 6 9 1
un te rs te l l t en E i n h e i t e n . Dai ly reports concerninq
d iv i s ion a n d e n e m y m i l i t a r y s i t u a t i o n , a r t i l l e r y a n d
ai r a c t i v i t y , and casualties,

la, J lo rgen- und A b e n d m e l d u n g e n de r Divis ion und 1940 /04 /27- 1940 /05/28 252.1^ W 5 2 7 s 1 7 4 4 833
un te r s t e l l t en ^ inhe i t en . Da i ly reports concerninq
division and e n e m y m i l i t a r y s i t u a t i o n , reconnaissance
and assault operat ions, a i r and a r t i l l e ry a c t i v i t y , a n d
casualt ies.

la, A k t o "Planspiel III". Orders p e r t a i n i n g to 1940 /05 /28 -1940 /06 /11 252.10 W 7 0 5 3 / 1 1 7 4 5 1
o f f e n s i v e enqaqemen t s car r ied ou t to break t h r o u q h the
b l D C K a d e zone and q a i n an assembly area before
a t t a c k i n q the laqinot L i n e , 28 M a y - 3 Jun 1940, and
p r a p a r a t i o n s fo r t he a t t a c k , 4-11 J u n ; map exercise;
and special directives concerninq supp ly ,
reconnaissance, siqnal c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , coopera t ion
w i t t i a i r force uni ts , rear services, and a r t i l l e ry and
eng ineer ac t iv i ty .

L a , A k t e "Planspiel III". Orders a n d reports 1 9 4 0 / 0 6 / 3 3 - 1 9 4 0 / 0 6 / 1 4 252.10 W 7 0 5 3 / 2 1745 2 2 4
pe r t a in inq to Planspiel III ( m a p exercise for t h°e
a t t a c k on and pene t r a t i on of the M a q i n o t L ine ) and
tactical r e q r o u p i n c j ; special directives concerninq
s u p p l y , s iqnal c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , a r t i l l e ry ,
tesonnaissance, rear services, and coopera t ion w i t h a i r
force uni ts in prepara t ion for the at tack on the
H a g i n o t Line and for " A n q r i f f Tiqer" ( A O K 1 a t t a c k on
the Maqino t Line , 14 J u n 1940) . Orde r -o f -ba t t l e
charts ,

la, A k t e "Geheimer S c h r i f t v e r k e h r " . AOK 1 orders 1 9 4 0 / 0 5 / 2 9 - 1 9 4 0 / 0 7 / 0 4 252.10 110*3/3 17^5 375
p e r t a i n i n q to p r epa ra t i ons for the at tack on the
M a j i n o t Line, o f f e n s i v e e n g a q e m e n t s of AOK 1 in Alsace
and L o r r a i n e , and the p l a n n e d t r ans f e r of the 2 5 2 . I D to
W a r s a w , P o l a n d ; a d iv i s ion s ta tus report ; a n d an
a f t e r a c t i o n report concern inq U n t e r n e h m e n Fackel (a
f a i n t a t t ack to c o n t a i n enep iy forces b e y o n d thp Saar ,
12 May
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108 252 . T N F A N T E R T E - D T V I S T O N

C O N T E N T S D A C E S T T F M N O . 1 S T P R 4 M

la, S r f d h r u n g s b e r i c h t e n a c h A b s c h l u s s des Pe ldzuges i m
W e s t e n f u e r O b e r b e f e h l s h a b e r de s Heeres. A f t e r a c t i o n
c r i t i ques r e l a t i n g to t h e c a m p a i q n in France.

la, E r f a h r u n q s b e r i c h t e u ^ b e r den A n q r i f f d e r D i v i s i o n
un.l D u r c h b r u c h d u r c h d ie M a q i n o t - L i n i e u n d
Ge tech t sbe r i ch t e . A f t e r a c t i o n reports and cr i t iques
c o n c e r n i n q h o l d i n g a t t a c k in the Blies R i v e r sector,
21-30 f a y , o f f e n s i v e en gage m e n t s in the Sa r n e g u e m i n e s
and Forbach areas, 1-13 J u n , p e n e t r a t i o n of the M a o i n o t
L i n e in the Sa r r^ lbe area , 1U-15 J u n , a d v a n c e to
S a r r e b o u r q and the ba t t l e fo r t he M a r n e - R h i n e Canal ,
16-18 J u n , t he ba t t l e in the Vosqes M o u n t a i n s near
C i c e y , 19-24 J u n ; a n d casua l ty Leports .

la, T a k t i s c h e R e f e h l e in A u s f u e h r u n q des Planspie ls I I I
b y i m D u r c h b r u c h d u r c h d ie f t aq ino t -L in ie , Corps orders
ini messaqes r e l a t i n g to the execu t ion of Planspiel
III.

la, ^ o r y e n - u n d A b e n d m e l d u n q e n . D a i l y reports
c o n c e r n i n q opera t ions d u r i n g the c a m p a i g n in France.

la, Korps - u r d Divis ionsbefehle . Corps and divis ion
orders p e r t a i n i n q to prepara t ions for and execution
t h a i n i t i a l stage of the c a m p a i q n in France.

la, F u n k - und ^ernsprueche in de»r Zeit des Einsatzes
b e i m D u r c h b r u c h d u r c h die M a q i n o t - L i n i e , A k t e I .
T e l e t y p e messages d e a l i n q w i t h operat ions.

la. F u n k - und Fe rnsp rueche in der Zeit des Einsa tzes
beim D u r c h b r u c h durch d ie M a q i n o t - L i n i e , A k t e II.

la, A l l j e m e i n e r S c h r i f t v e r k e h r . Orders,
correspondence , and messaqes p e r t a i n i n q to relief
tha 75. ID, 30 M a y , o f f e n s i v e enqaqemen t s in the
S a c r e g u e m i n e s and Forbach areas, 1-13 J u n , battle
tha M a r n e - R h i n e Canal and bat t le in the Vosqes
M o u n t a i n s near C i r ey , 16-25 J u n , occupat ion d u t y

of

b y
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1940 /07 /J5 -1940 /07 /18

1 9 4 0 / 0 5 / 2 1 - 1 9 4 0 / 0 6 / 2 4

2 5 2 . T O W 7 0 5 3 / 4

252.n W 7 0 5 3 / 5

1940 /06 /14 -1940 /06 /25
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252.ID W7053/9
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C O N T E N T S

jf the d iv is ion f r o m Z w e i b r u e c k e n to W a r s a w , 10-12 Ju l
1940.

la, A k t e "Braun" . Orders and m a p s p e r t a i n i n g to
p r e p a r a t i o n s fo r and execu t ion o f U n t e r n e h m e n Fack r l .

la, j a h e i m e K o r a m a n d o s a c h e u . Orders, directives, and
m a p s p e r t a i n i n g t o c o m b a t i n s t ruc t ions , batt le conduc t ,
t r a i n i n g , c o n s t r u c t i o n o f d e f e n s i v e pos i t ions and
f o r t i f i c a t i o n s , r eg roup ing , a m a r c h exorcise, and
p r e p a r a t i o n s fo r U n t e r n e h m e n Fackel; e n t r a i n i n g tables
re l a t i ng to the p l anned t r ans f e r f r o m G r u e n b e r g and
R o t h e n b u r g , Po land .

la, KTB 4 . ^ W a r " jou rna l c o n c e r n i n g h o l d i n g a t t ack i n
tha Blies Fiver sector, 21-30 M a y , relief by the 75 . ID
and m o v e m e n t to Scheldt near Sa a rb rue c ke n , 30-31 M a y ,
o f f e n s i v e e n g a g e m e n t s i n t h e Fo rbach a n d Sar reguemines
a r a a s , 1-13 J u n , the p e n e t r a t i o n a t t ack on the Magir .ot
L i n s in the Sarra lbe a rea , 14-15 J u n , advance to
S a r r e b o u r g a n d t h e ba t t l e f o r t h e M a r n e - R h i n e C a n a l ,
16-18 J u n , the e x t e r m i n a t i o n c a m p a i g n in the Vosges
M o u n t a i n s near C i rey , 19-24 J u n , c a p i t u l a t i o n
n e g o t i a t i o n s a n d armis t ice , 24-25 J u n , r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,
26 J u n - 1 Ju l , p repara t ions for d e p a r t u r e and m o v e m e n t
to Z w e i b r u e c k o n and Bruchsa l , 2-8 Ju l , and p lanned
t r a n s f e r to the eas t - 10-12 Jul ^ 9 4 0 ^ A r^^ister of
o f f i c e r s and casua l ty a n d s t r eng th reports.

la, A n l a g e n zum KTB 4 . Orde r s r e l a t ing to the a t tack
on the M a g i n o t Line and the Name-Rhine Canal , the
e x t e r m i n a t i o n c a m p a i g n in the Vosges M o u n t a i n s , and the
p l a u n e d t ransfer of the d iv is ion to the east.

la, TB. Ac t iv i t y report concerning the t ransfe r to
W a r s a w v ia Bres lau and K e p n o , 10-15 Ju l ; occupation
d u t y in the Lowicz , Sk ie rn iewice , Grojec, and Sochaczew
areas, 16-30 Ju l ; m o v e m e n t to and g u a r t e r i n g ,
r e g r o u p i n g , border secur i ty , and t r a i n i n g in the Gora
K a l w a r i a , R a d o m , and Pu lawy areas, 1 Aug 1940-29 Apr

D A T E S
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C O N T E N T S 3 A T E 5 TT*!M N D . K O L L 1 S T P H A M E

1941 ; movemen t to and t r a in ing in the M i n s k ,
t tazowiecki , Wolo ra in , and R a d z y m i n areas, 30 A p r - 2 4 M a y ;
p repara t ions for A c h t u n g ' B e r t a (defense in case of a
R u s s i a n a t t a c k ) ; and a m m a p exercise on the a t tack
across the Bug River ,

la, V e r f u e q u n g e n und Befehle. Orders concerning border 1941/03/31-1941/05/20 2 5 2 . I D 12U86/3 1745 324
secur i ty , p repara t ions tor A c h t u n q Berta and Operat ion
Barbarossa ( invasion of Russia) , and planned assembly
in the Siedlce area; comba t direct ives for securi ty
un i t s on the Russ ian border; and maps s h o w i n g location
of bi l let ing areas,

la, 3ehe ime K o m m a n d o s a c h e n , A k t e II u . I T T . Orders 1940/06/31-1940/07/26 2 5 2 . I D 12486/4 1746 390
per ta in ing to prepara t ions for the attack on the
M a . j i n o t Line, of fens ive engagements to gain an assembly
area in f ron t of and to penetrate the ^laginot Line,
a d v d n c e , and a t tacks on the M a r n e - R h i n e Canal ; reports
on the surrender of the French 43d A r m y Corps; t ra in ing
direct ives concerning the d iv is ion 's ass ignment in the
east; and an a f t e r ac t i on report regarding comba t
opera t ions d u r i n g the period 29 Hay-5 Jul 1940.

la, Jehe ime K o m m a n d o s a c h e n . Fuehrer directive 1941/01/01-1941/05/25 252 . ID 12486/5 1 7 4 b 9 9 5
g o v e r n i n g acceptance of capi tu la t ion of e n e m y troops.
Directives for border securi ty , the use of code names ,
t ank shelters, h i g h w a y and br idge construct ion, and
t r a in ing activities,

la, V e r l e g u n g und U n t e r b r i n g u n g von E inhe i t en der . 1940/07/01-1941/05/24 2 5 2 . I D 12486/14 1746 10a7
Division. Orders and reports concerning the t ransfer
to W a r s a w and q u a r t e r i n g in the area south of W a r s a w ,
16-31 Jul 1940, in the Gora K a l w a r i a , Rac lom, and P u l a w y
dceas, 1 Aug 1940-29 Apr 1941, and in the area east of
W a r s a w , 30 Apr-24 May 1941.

la, K T B 4, War - journal concern ing assembly along the 1941/05/25-1941/12/31 2 5 2 . I D 16497/1 1 7 4 7 1
Bug R ive r in the Siedlce, Sokolow, and Bielsk Podlaski
areas, border security, and prepara t ions for A c h t u n g
Berta, 25 M a y - 2 1 Jun 1941; crossing the Bug R ive r near
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C O N T E N T S

A reqister of

; and d i v i s i o n
t h e a t t a c k o n R u s s i a
R a r d n o v i c h i v ia

t h e r i i a l o w i e z a forest , a d v a n c e , s ecu r i ty a n d m o p p i n q - u p
ac t ion , ope ra t ions a q a i n s t p a r t i s a n s , a n d d e f e n s i v e a n d
o f f e n s i v e e n g a q e m e n t s i n the S l o n i r o , B a r a n o v i c h i ,
K o p y l , N e s v i z h , S l u t s k , F inch R i v e r , B o b r u i s k , Be rez ina
R i v e r , Roqachev , S l a v q o r o d , K r i c h e v , R o s l a v l , Desna
R i v e r , Y e l n y a , V y a z m a , G z h a t s k , V o l o k o l a m s k , a n d Istra
.areas, 22 J u n - 1 5 Dec; a n d m o v e m e n t to and d e f e n s e o f
t h a M o z h a i s k a rea , 16-31 Dec 1941.
3f f icers.

la, A n l a q e n z u m K T D 4 , Ak te I . Corp;
orders conce rn inq p r e p a r a t i o n s fo r
and t n e a d v a n c e f r o m B i a l o w i e z a t o
S ion 101.

Id, A n l a q e n z i i r a K T B 4, Ak te II . Orders t rom
B e i e h l s h a b e r d-?s r u e c k w . Heeresqebiet M i t t < = » f o r rear
area secur i ty d u r i n g the a d v a n c e to B o b r u i s k v i a K o p y l ,
N e s v i z h , and Slutsx..

la, A n l a q e n zum KTB 4 , Ak to III . Corps and d i v i s i o n
orders conce rn ing the a d v a n c e to Ros lav l v i a R o q a c h e v ,
S l a v q o r o d , a n d K r i c h e v a n d ope ra t i ons aqa ins t
par t i sans .

la, A n l a q e n z u m K T B 4 . O r d e r s r e l a t i n q t o o f f e n s i v e
e n g a q e m e n t s carried out d u r i n q the crossinq of the
Desna River and the a d v a n c e to V y a z m a v ia Y e l n v a .

la, A n l a q e n zum KTB 4 . O r d e r s p e r t a i n i n q t o t he
a d v a n c e to Istra, n o r t h w e s t of Moscow, via G z h a t s k
V o l o k o l a m s k .

la, A n l a q e n zum KTB 4 . Orders r e l a t i n q to m o v e m e n t
and defense of the M o z h a i s k area and the p l a n n e d
w i t h d r a w a l to the G z h a t s k area.

la, A u i a q e n zum KTB 4 . A f t e r a c t i o n reports of the
d iv is ion ' s s u b o r d i n a t e un i t s and in terroqa t ion
summar i e s .

la, A n l a q e n zum KTB 4 . A f t e r a c t i o n reports o f the
d iv is ion ' s subord ina te uni ts and in terroqat ion
summaries.

and

to

D A T K S T T F « N 0 .
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CONTENTS 3 A T E 5 NO. R O L L 1ST F P A M t

F u n k - u n d Fernsprueche .
F u n k - u n d

Fin- und a u s a e h e n d e

E inqehende

Ein- u n d a u s g e h e n d e

la, A a l a q e n z u m K T B 4 , A k t e T . Da i l y repor ts
c o n c e r n i n q operat ions.

la, A n l d g e n z u m KTB 4 , A* t e I I . D a i l y reports
c o n c e r n i n a opera t ions .

la, A n la gen zum KT P 4 , A k t e I .
la , A n l a g e n zum KTB 4, Ale t e I I .

Fe rnsp rueche .
la, A n l a q e n z u r a KT3 4 , A< te I I I ,

F u n k - u n d Fernsprueche .
la, A n l a q e n z u m K T B 4 , Ai te I V .

F u n k s p r u e c h e .
la, A n l a g e zum KTB 4 , A k t o V

F e r n - u n d F u n k s p r u e c h e .
la, A n l a g e z u m K T B 4 , V e r f u e g u n g e n u n d Befehle.

Or ie rs , directives, and maps p e r t a i n i n g to p repara t ions
for the a t t ack on R u s s i a , t r a i n i n g , and bonder
s e c u r i t y ; intel l iqence b u l l e t i n , 17 May 1941; a n d notes
on a c o m m a n d conference , 27 Sep 1941.

la, A n l a g e z u r a KTB 4 . A f t e r a c t i o n cr i t iques re la t ing
t o c o m b a t i n g R u s s i a n t a n k s a n d direct ives conce rn ing
the conduct of G e r m a n t roops in Russ ia and border
secur i ty .

la, A n l a q e zum KTB 4 . Orders pe r t a in inq to
r e D r g a n i z a t i o n of the d iv i s ion , tables s h o w i n g the
d i s t r i b u t i o n of weapons and e q u i p m e n t for subordinate
un i t s , order-of-bat t le charts , status reports, and
special directives concerning t r a f f i c control.

Ic, TB. A c t i v i t y report concerning e n e m y tact ical
opera t ions and in te r roga t ion summar i e s .

la, A n l a g e n zum KTB. Orders, directives, a f te rac t ion
cri t iques, reports, and overlays per ta in ing to position
and a n t i t a n k defense, assault operations, construction
of s trong points, battle conduct , r egrouping , and troop
mora l e in the Gzha t sk area; status reports; a f t e rac t ion

1941/05/25- 1941/09 /15

1941 /09 /15 -1941 /12 /31

1941 /06 /22 -1941 /07 /10
1941 /07 /11 -1941 /09 /15

1 94 1 /09/1o-V)41/10/14
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1942 /03 /D6 -1942 /12 /31

25 2. ID 16*107/11
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r e p o r t s conce rn ing d e f e n s i v e o p e r a t i o n s ; m a p s s h o w i n a
the tactical disposit ion of G e r m a n and enemy forces in
tha G z h a t s k ar^a; in t e l l igence bu l l e t ins ; i n t e r r o q a t i o n
s u m m a r i e s ; and a t r a n s l a t i o n of an order by the
P e o p l e ' s C o m m i s s a r i a t for Defense , 8 Oct 1942.

la, K T B . War j o u r n a l conce rn ing posit ion defense in
the G z h a t s k area, 1 Dec 1942-1 N a r 1 9 4 3 , d i s e n g a g e m e n t
m o v e m e n t s and des t ruc t ion of v i l lages pr ior to
w i t h d i a w a l t o S h i m o n o v o , east o f V y a z m a , 2-11 P ? a r , and
to P o d m o s h c h • v e and V o l o c h e k in the O s ' m a R i v e r sector,
sou theas t of O o r o g o b u z h , 12-17 "la r 1943 .

la, A u l a q e n z u m K T B . Orders , messaaes, a n d maps
p e r t a i n i n g to issaul t ope ra t ions , c o n s t r u c t i o n of rear
pos i t ion B u e f f e l a n d t h e G z h a t s k d e f e n s e p o s i t i o n ,
f o r m a t i o n o f s n o w - r e m o v a l u n i t s , r e g r o u p i n g , a r t i l l e r y
a c t i v i t y , a n d t h e p l a n n e d s h i f t s o u t h w a r d o f t h e corps
sector. Special d i rec t ives c o n c e r n i n g s u p p l y a n d s u p p l y
troops.

la, A n l d g e n z u m K T B . Orders , messages, a n d o v e r l a y s
p e r t a i n i n g to p r e p a r a t i o n s for and execu t ion of the
B u ^ f f e l b e w e g u n g ( d i s e n g a g e m e n t m o v e m e n t t o s t r e n g t h e n
the de fense o f V y a z m a ) .

la, A u l a g e n z u m K T B . Orde r s , messages, a n d ove r l ays

to(disengagement movement
strengthen the defense

la, Sperrolaene "Bueffel"
tha various stages ot t

la, KIB 5. War -journal c
and counterattacks in t
lertishchevo, Ostrovshc
southeast of Dorogobuzh

la, Anlagen zum KT3 5. 0
overlays pertaining to
counterattacks, antitan

to the O s ' m a F ive r sector
of the D o r o g o b u z h a rea ) =

Repo r t s ar id direct ives on
he Bue f f el b e w e g u n g .
o n c e r n i n g de fens ive opera t ions
he P o d m o s h c h ' ye, V o l o c h e k ,
h i n a , a n d S h a r i p i n o areas

and n o r t h e a s t o f Y e l n y a .
rders , d i r ec t i ve s , and
defens ive ope ra t i ons ,
k de fense , c o n s t r u c t i o n of

J A I E 5 I T E M N O
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fortified positions, formation of alert units and a
Feliersatz-Btl., regrouping, and training. An
afteraction critique ot the battle of Kursk.

Ic, TB. Activity report concerning enemy operations
ini losses, "Propagandaaktion Silberstreif" (propaganda
to entice the enemy soldier to desert), and troop
entertainment.

la, K T B 6 . War jou rna l concern ing defens ive operations
in the area southeast of Dorogobuzh and northeast of
Y e l n y a , 1-31 A u g ; d i s engagemen t movemen t s to Bayevo via
G l i n k a , M o n a s t y r s h c h i n a , K a l i n o , G o r k i , and Lenino, 1
Sep-17 Oct; defens ive opera t ions in the Bayevo area,
18-31 Oct; relief by the 95. ID, 3 N o v ; transfer to area
south of Nevel via Orsha, Vi t ebsk , and Gorodok, 3-7
N o v ; d t tack and defensive opera t ions in the area south
of Neve l , 8-21 Nov; redesignat ion as K a m p f g r u p p e 252,
22 N o v ; relief by the 1 2 9 . I D ; m o v e m e n t to and defense
of the Gorodok area, 23 Nov-20 Dec; release of D i v . K d o .
252 and other elements to d e f e n d the Obol River sector
between Vitebsk and Polotsk, 21 Dec; and movement of
K a m p f g r u p p e 252 to defend the Vi tebsk area, 22-31 Dec
1943.

la, A n l a g e n z u m K T B 6. Corps and division orders,
messages, and maps pe r t a in ing to defensive operations,
2-31 A u g , disengagement movemen t s , 1 Sep-17 Oct 1943,
cons t ruc t ion of defens ive positions, m i n e l a y i n g ,
Dpa ra t i ons against part isans, and regrouping.

la, Aaldgen zura KTB 6, Funksprueche ,
la, A n l a g e n zum KTB 6 , Funksprueche .
la, A n l a g e n z u m KTB 6. 3rders, reports, messages, and

maps pertaining to the defense of the Pan the r position
in the Bayevo and A r v y a n i t s a areas, 18-31 Oct; t ransfer
to south of Nevel m o v i n g via Orsha, Vi tebsk , and
Gorodok , 2-6 Nov ; execution of Un te rnehmen Huber tus
(a t tack to drive the enemy beyond the old Nevel l ine),
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C O N T E N T S

y-9 N o v ; defens ive operations in the Lake Vezer i shche r
L o o o k , R u d n y a , a n d Borok areas sou th of Nevel, 10-17
N o v ; and movement of d iv i s ion e lements to Gorodok for
its defense, 17 Nov 1943.

la, A n l a g e n z u r n K T B 6 . Orders , reports, messages, and
m a p s pe r t a in ing to defens ive operat ions in the Lobok
posi t ion south of N e v e l , 18-21 N o v , redes ignat ion as
K a o a p f g r u p p o 252, 22 N o v , m o v e m e n t to south of G o r o d o k ,
and defens ive operat ions be tween Gorodok and Lake
Losvida , 23-10 Nov 1943.

la, A n l a o e n zum K T B 6 . Orders , reports, and messages
p e r t a i n i n g to defensive operations in the Gorodok area
by K a m p f g r u p p e 252.

la, A n l a g e n zum KTB 6 . Orders, reports, and messages
p e r t a i n i n g to defens ive operat ions in the Gorodok area,
19-20 Dec, release of D i v . K d o . 252, T I T . / A r t . R g t .
and elements of N a c h r . A b t . 252 for the defense of
Obol R i v e r sector between Vi tebsk and Polotsk, 21
and movemen t of K a m p f g r u p p e 252 to and defense of

D A T E S ITS* R O L L 1 S T ? R A H E

1943 /11 /18-1943 /1 1/30 2 5 2 . T D 41985/5 1752 2 7 3

252,
the
Dec,
the

Daily reports

Daily reports

Zhsrebichi and C h e r e m k h a areas nor thwest of Vi tebsk
22-31 Dec 1943.

la, A n l a g e n zum KTB 6, Ta gesmeld u n g e n ,
concern ing operations.

la, A n l a g e n z u m KTB 6. Ta gesin e l d u n g e n .
and eva lua t ion reports concern ing enemy s i tua t ion,
e n l a r g i n g area of penetra t ion south of Nevel, l a u n c h i n g
an o f fens ive v ia GorodDk and Vi tebsk , and the enemy ' s
i n t e n t i o n to encircle G e r m a n forces between Nevel and
Vi tebsk .

la, A n l a g e n zura KTB 6, Funksprueche .
Ic, TB. Act iv i ty report concerning enemy operations,

u n i t ident i f icat ion, and losses; an intelligence
bu l le t in ; and maps showing the tactical disposition of
e n e m y forces.
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