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DATE LOCATION

1939/03/00 Duesseldorf, Wehrkreis VI

1939/08/26 Duesseldorf

1939/09/06 Erkelenz, Viersen, Duelken,
Benrath, Hi1den, Eschweiler,
Stolberg, Aachen

1940/05/10 Liege, Moresnet, Namur, Scheldt
River, Tournai, Belgium

1940/05/25 Lille, France

1940/06/03 Charleroi, Belgium
Rocroi, No/on, France

1940/06/12 Rethel, Chalons-sur-Marne,
AvalIon, Chatillon-sur-Seine

1940/07/01 Laon, Soissons, Vitry-le-Francois,
Bar-sur-Aube, Mourmelon-le-
Grand, Rethel, Suippes

1941/04/14 Allenstein (Olsztyn), Poland

1941/06/20 Eydtkau (Chernysshevskoye)

1941/06/22 Vistytis, Kaunas, Zamosh'ye
Drissa, Polotsk, Idritsa, Russia

1941/07/19 Ushcha River, Nevel,
Novosokolniki, Velikiye Luki

1941/08/28 Toropets, Lakes Otolovo and
Luchanskoye, Selizharovo,
Volga and Tikhvina Rivers

253. INFANTERIE-DIVISION - UNIT HISTORY

ACTIVITY CHAIN OF COMMAND

Activation of 253.ID (4.Welle) by
conversion of 253.LdwD,
formation, training

Operational readiness, training

Movement,
border security,
training

Advance, offensive engagements

Attack, capture

Movement, security of rear area,
advance

Withdrawal,
advance, offensive engagements

Occupation duty,
training

Transfer, training

Assembly

Invasion of Lithuania,
advance, offensive operations

Offensive operations,
capture and securing

Advance,
defensive operations

C.O.: Gen.Lt. Fritz Kuehne, 1939/08/26-1941/03/14
Subordinate to: Stellv.Gen.Kdo. VI, 1939/08/26-1939/09/01

AK 5, 1939/09/02-1939/09/05
AK 27, 1939/09/05-1939/12/31
AK 26, 1940/01/01-1940/01/29
AK 16, 1940/01/29-1940/02/02
AK 27, 1940/02/02-1940/05/25
AK 10, 1940/05/25-1940/05/26

AK 27, 1940/05/26-1940/06/02

AK 11, 1940/06/02-1940/07/02

HGr. A, 1940/07/02-1940/07/15
AK 29, 1940/07/15-1941/03/07
AOK 9, 1941/03/07-1941/04/10

C.O.: Gen.Lt. Otto Schellert, 1941/03/15-1943/01/18
Subordinate to: AK 10, 1941/04/10-1941/04/28

AK 28, 1941/04/28-1941/05/14
AK 10, 1941/05/14-1941/05/26
Unterabschnitt Ostpreussen I, 1941/05/26-1941/05/28
AK 23, 1941/05/28-1941/07/02
AOK 16, 1941/07/02-1941/07/04

AK 50, 1941/07/04-1941/08/08

AK 23, 1941/08/08-1941/09/26
AK 2, 1941/09/26-1941/10/29
AK 23, 1941/10/29-1942/06/25

1941/12/16 Volga River, Molodoi Tud Disengagement movements AK 27, 1942/06/25-1942/07/15
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DATE LOCATION ACTIVITY CHAIN OF COMMAND 117

1942/01/24 Olenino, Mostovaya, Kholmets,
Khmelevka

1943/02/25 West of Olenino, Obsha and
Belaya Rivers, Nikitinka

1943/03/07 Vop River sector, Vopets and
Tsarevich Rivers, Yartsevo

Defensive operations,
position defense, security

Bueffel Bewegung
(disengagement movements)

Movements, defensive
operations

AK 6, 1942/07/15-1942/07/31
AK 23, 1942/08/01-1943/03/12

C.O.: Gen.Lt. Carl Becker, 1943/01/18-1944/10/27
Obst. Joseph Rintelen, 1944/07/07-1944/07/31

Subordinate to: AK 27, 1943/03/12-1943/03/16
AK 23, 1943/03/16-1943/03/21
AK 27, 1943/03/21-1943/04/10
AK 39 Pz, 1943/04/10-1943/06/30

Records of the 253.ID are reproduced on rolls 1754-1760 of Microfilm Publication T315 and are described following the unit history.

Although no records of this division dated later than 1943/06/30 were available in the National Archives, records of OKH/AHA, H37/85 (MR 1303),
the general officer personnel files, and situation maps of Lage Ost show:

1943/08/09 Bryansk

1943/08/15 Bryansk
1943/09/17 Gorodets, Pochep, Unecha,

Klintsy, Peretin, Vetka
1943/10/04 Pykhan, Chechersk, Tursk, Zhlobin
1943/12/20 Shatilki, Parichi
1944/04/01 Kovel, Lyuboml, Olesk
1944/07/19 Chelm, Krasnik, Poland
1944/08/09 Solec, Ostrowiec
1944/09/30 Kielce, Grybow, Dukla, Krepna
1944/10/18 Dukla
1944/11/01 Dukla
1944/12/20 Nizna Polianka, Janske Lazne,

Czechoslovakia
1945/01/15 Bardejov, Spisska Stara Ves,

Bialka, Polhora
1945/01/30 Polhora
1945/02/11 Skotschau (Skoczow), Zywiec,

Poland, Karvina, Darkov,
Czechoslovakia

1945/04/05 Mosty

Withdrawal, defensive operations,
redesignation as Kpf.Gr. 253

Reorganization as 253.ID
Disengagement movements

Defensive operations
Position defense
Transfer, movement, position defense
Withdrawal, redesignation as Kpf.Gr. 253
Defensive operations, reorganization as 253.ID
Defensive operations, position defense
PoHoci onati nr» ac Kr»f Kr 7^1.. v *. «. v ~-^.. _ —„ ..f, — , — „ — _
Reorganization as 253.ID
Transfer, defensive operations

Redesignation as Div.Gr. 253,
disengagement movements

Reorganization as 253.ID
Movement,

defensive operations

Movement, defensive operations

C.O.: Obst. Emanuel von Kiliani, mstFb,
1944/12/08-1944/12/31

Manuscripts in the Foreign Military Studies series, prepared by former German officers for the Historical Division, Headquarters U.S.
Army, Europe, between 1945 and 1959, contain references to the 253.ID as follows:

Rzhev area, 1941-42: MS D-078 (Winter fighting of the 253d Infantry Division in the Rzhev area in 1941-42), by Gen.Lt. Otto Schellert
Moravsk-Ostrava area, Czechoslovakia, Feb 1945: MS P-149/48 (Nachtangriff mit einer geschwaechten, ungeuebten Truppe, Gren.Rgt. 453

am Knaierwald), by Obstlt. Wilhelm Viehmann.w
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118 253. I N F A N T E R I E - D I V I S I O N

C O N T E N T S

la, K T B , Teil 1 ( D r u c h s t u e c k ) . War lournal concerning
m o v e m e n t to and q u a r t e r i n g , border security,
r e g r o u p i n q , and t r a i n i n g in the Frke lenz ,
Sei lenkirchen, Duelken , and A m e r n areas (damaged by
f i r e ) .

la, K T B , Teil 2. War lournal concerning m o v e m e n t s f r o m
the Erkelenz area to the B e n r a t h , H i l d e n , and
Duasse ldor f areas, 28-29 Dec 1939, and to the Aachen ,
Eschwei ler , and Stolberq areas, 2-4 Feb 1940; advance
in to and o f f e n s i v e engagements in B e l g i u m f r o m Liege
to T o u r n a i , 10-24 M a y ; a t tack and capture of Lille,
Pr ince , 25-28 l ay ; movemen t to the Charleroi area,
B e l g i u m , 3-8 Jun ; a d v a n c e to N o y o n , France; w i t h d r a w a l
to Rethel , advance s o u t h w a r d to the Aval lon and
Chiti l lon-sur-Seine areas via Chalons-sur-Marne and
Troyes, 9-30 J u n , and m o v e m e n t to and occupat ion d u t y
in L a o n , Rhe ims , Ra the l , Vitry-le-Francois ,
Bar - su r -Aube , and M o u r m e l o n - l e - G r a n d to relieve the
78.ID, 1-18 Ju l ; and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and security of the
M a r n e D e p a r t m e n t , 19 Jul-29 Sep 1940.

la, A n l a g e n z u m K T B 1. Orders, directives, and maps
p e r t a i n i n g to movement f rom Duesseldorf to E rke lenz ,
Vie r sen , and D u e l k e n , border securi ty , battle conduc t ,
cons t ruc t ion of positions, r egroupinq , and t r a in ing ; an
orier-of-battle char t ; notes on c o m m a n d conferences;
special directives concerning air reconnaissance and
signal communica t ions ; and an e n e m y leaflet regarding
inves tments abroad m a d e by Naz i leaders.

la, A n l a g e n b a n d I zurc KTB 2. Orders, messages, and
m a p s pe r ta in ing to m o v e m e n t f r o m Duesseldorf to the
A a c h e n , Stolberq, and Eschweiler areas, 2-4 Frb ;
t r a i n i n g and alert exercises; assembly along and
crossing the Be lg ian border near Moresnet, 7-10 M a y ;
a d v a n c e to and capture of Liege, 11-14 May, N a m u r ,
15-16 M a y , Tourna i (by crossing the Scheldt R i v e r ) ,

D A T E S

1939/09/36-1939/10/29

1939/11/39- 1940/09/29

I T E M N O .

253.IT) W 6 8 5 4 / 1 a

253.ID W6854/1b

ROLL 1ST FRAME

1754 1

1754 33

1939/08 /29-1939/12 /13 2 5 3 . I D W 6 8 5 4 / 2 1754 132

1940/01/3 1-1940/05/31 253.ID W6854/3 1754 439
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253. I N F A N T E H I E - D I V T S I O N

C O N T E N T S

17-24 M a y , and Lille, F rance , 25-28 M a y ; and the
control of prisoners of war in the Lille area.

la, A n l a g e n b a n d TT z j m K T B 2 . Orders and messages
conce rn ing m o v e m e n t s a n d ope ra t ions of the division and
repor t s on the general m i l i t a r y s i tua t ion .

la, A n l a g e n b a n d Til z u m K T B 2 . Orders r e l a t ing to
t r a i n i n g , r eg roup ing , a n d t he release o f recrui ts and
m a p s s h o w i n g the locat ion o f d iv i s ion qua r t e r s in the
Chi lons - su r -Marne , Vi t ry - l e -Franco i s , and
M o u r m e l o n - l e - G r a n d areas.

la, A n l a g e n b a n d TV zum K T B 2 . Orders , reports, and
m a p s p e r t a i n i n g to m o v e m e n t f r o m Lille, France, to
Char le ro i , B e l c r i u m , f o r s ecu r i ty d u t y ; advance t o
N o / o n , France, v ia Rocroi ; w i t h d r a w a l to R e t h e l ;
m o v e m e n t s o u t h w a r d and o f f e n s i v e engagemen t s to the
A v a l l o n and Chat i l lon-sur -Seine areas via
Cha lons - sur -Marne , Troyes, and Vendeuvre-sur -Barse , to
the Laon , Soissons, C h a t e a u - T h i e r r y , R h e i m s , R e t h e l ,
Vi t ry- le -Francois , Mussy-sur -Se ine , B a r - s u r - A u b e ,
S o u l a i n e s - D h u y s m , and M o u r m e I o n - l e - G r a n d areas; relief
of the 78.ID, 7-18 Jul ; a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and securi ty of
tha f lame D e p a r t m e n t ; a i r raid protec t ion; and control
and e m p l o y m e n t of refugees and prisoners of w a r .
Or ier-o f — b a 11 Is char t s and notes on c GUI w a n d
inspections.

EC, T B e A c t i v i t y report concern ing opera t ional
readiness of the d iv is ion in Duesse ldor f , 26 Aug 1939,
m o v e m e n t to the D u t c h border in September ,
reconnaissance results regard ing border fo r t i f i ca t i ons ,
m o v e m e n t to the Duesseldorf area for t ra in ing , 28 Dec,
ani later to the Aachen area for border secur i ty ,
t ax ing prisoners of war in Be lg ium in A p r i l , o f f e n s i v e
e n g a g e m e n t s in the Liege, N a m u r , and Tourna i areas of
B e l g i u m , and the a t tack on and cap tu re of Lille,
France.

D A T E S

1 9 4 0 / 0 6 / 1 5 - 1 9 4 0 / 3 6 / 2 3

1940 /09 /16 -1940 /10 /14

1940 /06 /03 -1940 /08 /22

I T E M N O .

2 5 3. in

2 5 3 . T D W 6 8 5 4 / 5

253. ID W 6 8 5 4 / 6

119

R O L L 1JI F R A M E

1 7 5 3 1

130

170175s

1939 /08 /26 -1940 /05 /31 253. ID r fb854 /7 1 75b 314
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120 253. I N F A N T E R I E - D I V I S T O N

C O N T E N T S

la, K T 3 2 mit A n l a q e n . War - j o u r n a l and orders
conce rn ing occupation d u t y , regrouping , and t r a in ing in
the Cha lons - su r -Marne , H o u r m e l o n - l e - G r a n d ,
"lailly- le-Camp, Suippes, Vitry- le-Francois , Rethel , and
S d i u t e - M e n e h o u l d areas, 1 Nov 1940-9 Apr 1941, g u a r d i n g
th-e "Nordos t L in ie" by d iv i s ion e lements to control the
m o v e m e n t o f refuqees in the S a i n t e - M e n e h o u l d and
E v a c g n i c o u r t areas, 11 Jan-15 i^.ar 1941, the p l anned
m o v e m e n t of the d iv i s ion to the east, and the d e p a r t u r e
o f t he advance par ty f r o m Cha lons - su r -Marne , F r ance ,
f o e A l l e n s t e i n ( O l s z t y n ) , Po l and , 10-12 Apr 1941.

Ic, IB. A c t i v i t y report concern ing m o v e m e n t s o u t h w a r d
to Co te -d 'Or completed by the t ime of the armis t ice and
n o r t h w a r d to the Flame D e p a r t m e n t to relieve the 78.10,
con t ro l of r e fugee m o v e m e n t t h r o u g h the "Nordost
L in ie , " e m p l o y m e n t and control of prisoners of w a r ,
c o u n t e r in te l l igence ac t i v i t y , a n d troop e n t e r t a i n m e n t .
A imp s h o w i n g the location of the "Nordost Linie."

la, K T B 3 . T r a n s f e r f r o m France to Al lens te in
( D l s z t y n ) , Po land , 14-23 A p r ; q u a r t e r i n g a n d t r a i n inq ,
24 A p r - 1 9 J u n ; assembly in the E y d t k a u
( C a e r n y s h e v s k o y e ) area, 20 J u n ; invas ion of L i t h u a n i a
and advance to Drissa in Russia, 22 Jun-12 Jul; road
a n d ra i l securi ty in the Polotsk area, 13-18 Ju l ;
a d v a n c e to and capture of N o v o s o k o l n i k i , 19-25 Jul ;
a t t a c k , cap ture , and securing of V e l i k i y p L u k i , 26
Ju l -27 A u q , and Toropets, 28 A u q - 3 Sep; defense of the
laKe area no r th of the Andreapo l , Peno, and Sel izharovo
l ine , 4 Sep-5 N o v ; a t t ack on a n d capture of
Se l i zha rovo , 6-f t N o v ; and the defense of the T i k h v i n a ,
S e l i z h a r o v k a , and Volgi Rivers sectors, 9 Nov-3 Dec
1941. A register of o f f i ce r s and a casual ty report. An
a c t i v i t y report of the personnel b ranch , 11 Apr -2 Dec
1941.

la, A n l a g e n z u m KTB 3. Orders and maps pe r t a in ing to

D A T E S

1940/11/01-1941/04/1 3

I T E M N O .

2 5 3 . I D 10fS73 /1

R O L L 1ST ? R A M E

1755 323

1 9 4 0 / 0 6 / 2 4 - 1 9 4 1 / 0 4 / 1 2 2 5 3 . ID 10673/2 1755 3 2 8

1941 /04 /14 -1941 /12 /03 253.10 22495/1 1755 5'40

1 9 4 1 / 0 4 / 1 0 - 1 9 4 1 / 0 6 / 2 1 253 . ID 22495/2 1755 931
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253. I N F A N T E R I E - D I V I S I O N 121

C O N T E N T S D A T E S I T S M N O . R O L L 1 S T ? R

the? t r ans fe r f r o m France to Al lens te in (Olsz tyn) ,
Osterode (Ostroda) , and M o h r u n g e n (lorag) ; movemen t to,
q u a r t e r i n g , and t r a i n i n g in the Preussisch Hol land
( P a l e k ) and B o r m d i t t ( O r n e t a ) , Eischofstein
( B i s z t y n e k ) , Hei lsberg ( L i d z b a r k W a r m i n s k i ) , G u t t s t a d t
( D a b r e M i a s t o ) , G e r d a u e n (Zhe leznodoroz h n y ) ,
Bar tens te in (Ear toszyce) f R a s t e n b u r g ( K e t r z y n ) ,
A n q a l b u r g ( W e g o r z e w o ) , and G o l d a p areas; m o v e m e n t to
tha L i t h u a n i a border and E y d t k a u area. Special
direct ives concerning m a r c h and t r a f f i c control , a i r
ra id protec t ion, and intell igence service. Repor t s on
e n s m y operat ions and losses.

la, A n l a g e n z u m K T B 3 . Orders , messages, and m a p s 1 9 4 1 / 0 6 / 2 2 - 1 9 4 1 / 0 7 / 0 7 253. ID 22495 /3 1755 1138
p e r t a i n i n g to the crossing of the L i t h u a n i a n border in
t h a V i s ty t i s a n d K y b a r t a i areas a n d a d v a n c e , m o p p i n g - u p
act ion, and of fens ive e n g a g e m e n t s in the M a r i j ampo le ,
K a u n a s , Kais iadorys , Paberze , Mo le t a i , K o l t y n i a n y , a n d
Z a n o s h ' y e areas of L i t h u a n i a and in the V i d z y area of
Russ ia . Repor t s on e n e m y ope ra t ions and losses.

la, A n l a g e n zum KTB 3. Orde r s , repor ts , and maps 1 941 /07 /J8- 194 1 /OB/02 253.10 2 2 4 9 5 / 4 17 t»o 1
p e r t a i n i n g to the advance f r o m Pe reb rod 'ye across the
D v i n a R ive r to Drissa, 8-12 J u l , securing the road to
Polotsk and the ra i l road line Polotsk-Idr i tsa r 13-18
7 n T _ ba t t l e across the Hshcha F i v e r in the
T u r k i - P e r e v o z area, advance to Nevel , and a t tack and
c a p t u r e of Novosokoln ik ie 22-25 Ju l , and Ve l ik iye L u k i , -
26 Ju l -2 Aug 1941. A f t e r a c t i o n reports concerning the
ba t t l e in the r jshcha R i v e r sector, 21 Jul, and for
Ve l ik iye L u k i , 27 Jul-2 A u g . R e p o r t s on e n e m y
opera t ions and losses.

la, A n l a g e n zum KTB 3 . Orde r s , reports, and maps 1941 /08 /03-1941 /09 /03 253.10 22495 /5 1 7 5 b 229
p e r t a i n i n g to the a t t a ck on V e l i k i y e L u k i , crossing the
L o v a t River , 3-11 A u g , the c o n t a i n m e n t and enc i rc l emen t
of e n e m y forces in Vel ik iye L u k i , operations against
pa r t i sans in the area b e t w e e n N ovosok ol n ik i and
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122 253. I N F A N T S R I E - D I V T S I O N

C O N T E N T S

V e l i k i y e L u k i , 13-24 A u q , a n d secur ing Ve l ik iye L u k i ,
25-27 A u q , and the a d v a n c e to the Toropets a r e a , 28
A u g - 3 Sep 1941. A s ta tus repor t , in te l l igence
bu l l e t ins , and reports on e n e m y o p e r a t i o n s and losses.

la, A n l a q e n 7. urn K T R 3. Orders , roessaqes, and maps
p e r t a i n i n q to defens ive , operat ions and the a d v a n c e f r o m
T o r o p e t s to the Lakes O to lovo a n d L u c h a n s k o y e areas v ia
Latces Lobno and Boyno , D u b n o , D u d i n o , Lakes O k h v a t and
Z d b o l o t ' y e , and N o v a y a Perevoloka ; orders reqardinq
increase of i n f a n t r y m o b i l i t y and the c o m b a t strenqth
of compan ie s ; and reports on e n e m y operat ions and
losses.

la, A n l a q e n z u m KTB 3 . Orde r s , messaqes, and m a p s
p e r t a i n i n q to m o v e m e n t to and defens ive enqaqements in
tne Lakes Vse luq and G l u b o k o y e areas, 12-17 Oct,
cross inq of the Volqa R i v e r near Selizharovo, 18-24
Oct, defensive operations in the Lake Volqo area, 25
Oct-5 N o v , and the a t t a ck on Sel izharovo, 6-8 Nov
1941. Reports on e n e m y operat ions and losses.

la, A n l a q e n zum KTB 3. Orders , reports, messaqes, and
m a p s pe r ta in inq to the defense of the sou thern shore of
L a k e V o l q o and the T i k h v i n a , Se l i zha rovka , and Volqa
R ive r s sectors in the Se l izharovo area; a report on the
d iv i s ion ' s accompl i shment s , 22 J u n - 2 5 Nov 1941; an
at ' teract ion report concerninq the a t t ack on
Se l izharovo , 6-8 Nov 1941; and reports on e n e m y
opera t ions and losses.

la, K T r i 4 . War - journa l ~ o n c e r n i n q defensive opera t ions
in the area southeast of Lake Volqo and east of the
V o l q a River and Sel izharovo, 3-15 Dec; d isenqaqement to
and defense of the area south of Lake Volqo,
S e l i z h a r o v o , and beyond the Volqa R i v e r , 16 Dec 1941-12
Jan 1942, and to the Molodoi Tud position, 13-23 Jan ;
and m o v e m e n t to and defensive opera t ions nor th and
south of the Olenino-Mostovaya rai lroad line, 24 Jan-13
Apr 19U2.

D A T E S T T R M N O , R O L L 1ST F R A M E

1 9 4 1 / 0 9 / 3 3 - 1 9 4 1 / 1 0 / 1 1 2 5 3 . I D 2 2 4 9 5 / 6 1 7 5 6 4 4 0

1 9 4 1 / 1 0 / 1 2 - 1 9 4 1 / 1 1 / 0 8 253 . ID 22495 /7 1 756 6 3 9

1 9 4 1 / 1 1 / 3 2 - 1 9 4 1 / 1 2 / 0 2 253 . ID 22495 /8 1756 7 9 5

1941 /12 /04 -1942 /1 )4 /13 253 . ID 27625 /1 1756 9 1 2
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253. I N F A N T E R I E - D I V I S T O N

C O N T E N T S O A I E S I T E M N O .

123

K O L L ISP F R A 3 E

la, A n l a g e n zum KTB 4 . Orders , reports , messages, and
m a p s p e r t a i n i n g to de fens ive operations in the area
southeas t of Lake Volgo and east of the Volga Fiver and
Se l izharovo ; and d i sengagement to and defense of the
area sou th of L a k e Volgo , Sel izharovo, and beyond the
Vo lga R i v e r , Casua l ty and s t rength reports; an
a f t e r a c t i o n report concerning the c o m b a t action of the
divis ion, 9-22 Jan 1942 ; and reports on e n e m y
opera t ions and losses.

la, A u l a g e n zum KTB 4 . Orders , reports, messages, and
maps p e r t a i n i n g to prepara t ions for and d i sengagement
m o v e m e n t to the Molodoi Tud pos i t ion , 13-23 J a n , and
defense of the Fostovaya area nor th of the
Olen ino -Ne l idovo rai l road l ine, 24-31 J a n ; reports
r e g a r d i n g e n e m y operations, losses, and u n i t
i d a n t i f i c a t i o n ; and strength reports.

la , A n l a g e n z u r a KTB 4. Orders, reports, messages, and
m a p s p e r t a i n i n g to m o v e m e n t to , defens ive engagements ,
and operat ions against par t isans in the Spas Eereza and
G l u K h o v o areas southwest of Olenino, 1-21 Feb, and
m o v e m e n t to and defensive operat ions in the Mos tovaya
area nor thwes t of O len ino , 22 Feb-3 Mar 1942; s t reng th

5; a f te rac t ion reports

1941/ 12 /34-1942/01 /1 3 253. I D 27625 /2 1757 1

K a r p o v o , 16-24 Fob,
a t tacks on Karpovo,
operations, losses,

la, A n l a g e n zu ra KTB 4,

and defense against Russ ian t a n k
3 rtar 1942; and reports on e n e m y
and un i t ident i f ica t ion .

Orders, reports, messages, and
maps per ta in ing to defensive operat ions in the area
nor th a n d south of the Mostovaya-Olenino rai lroad l ine
and ar t i l lery act ivi ty; order-of-bat t le charts; and
s t r e n g t h and status reports.

Ic, I B m i t A n l a g e n . A c t i v i t y report concerning e n e m y
opera t ions and uni t iden t i f i ca t ion , control of the
c iv i l i an popula t ion , counte r in te l l igpnce , and troop

1942/01/13-1942/01/10 253.13 2 7 6 2 5 / 3 1 757 2 3 6

1942 /02 /01-1942 /03 /03 253. ID 27625 /4 1 7 5 7 3 2 3

1 9 4 2 / 0 3 / 3 4 - 1 9 4 2 / 0 4 / 1 3

1 9 4 1 / 1 2 / 3 3 - 1 9 4 2 / 3 4 / 1 3
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e n t e r t a i n m e n t and i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ; m a p s showing the
locat ion of Russ i an uni ts f a c i n q the divis ion; and
t r a n s l a t i o n s of Russ ian comba t orders and reports.

la, K T B 5 . War • j ou rna l conce rn ing de fens ive and
assault operations in t he L i p o v k a , Kholmets , K h m e l e v k a ,
T r sbesk i , Sely, and T u d o v k a R ive r areas n o r t h and
n o r t h w e s t o f Olenino and prepara t ions for and execut ion
of U n t e r n e h m e n N o r d p o l ( f e i n t a t tacks in the western
sector of the n o r t h e r n f r o n t of AOK 9 in the direct ion
of O s t a s h k o v , 26 Oct-25 Nov 1 9 4 2 ) .

la, A n l a g e n z u m K T B 5 . Orders , reports, messages, and
m a p s pe r t a in ing to defens ive and assault operations in
tha L i p o v k a , K h o l m e t s , K h m e l e v k a , Trebeski , a n d T u d o v k a
R i v e r areas nor th and no r thwes t of Olen ino and
r e D r g a n i z a t i o n of the 253 . ID , 24-31 lay ;
order-of-bat t le charts; s t reng th and status reports;
maps s h o w i n g the tactical disposi t ion of e n e m y forces
f a c i n g the divis ion; a n d an intell igence bullet in.

la, A n l a g e n z u r n KTB 5. Orders , reports, messages, and
m a p s pe r t a in ing to defens ive and assault operat ions in
t h a area n o r t h and n o r t h w e s t of Olen ino and the
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and control of the d iv is ion ' s rear area
n o r t h of the Obsha R i v e r ; s t r eng th and status reports;
t r a i n i n g directives; and reports on e n e m y operations.

la, A n l a g e n z u m KTB 5. Orders , reports, messages, and
m a p s p e r t a i n i n g to de fens ive and assaul t opera t ions ,
ba t t l e conduct, the f o r m a t i o n of reconnaissance uni ts ,
and the decision to e m p l o y s t rong points instead of
de fens ive positions in the area north and nor thwes t of
O l a n i n o and security of the divisions rear area nor th
of the Obsha River . S t rength ar id s tatus reports, an
inte l l igence bul le t in , and reports r ega rd ing e n e m y
ope ra t ions and un i t i den t i f i c a t i on and s trength.

la, A n l a g e n z u m K T B 5 . Orde r s , reports , messages, and
maps per ta in ing to defens ive and assaul t operat ions ,

D A T E S

1 9 4 2 / 0 4 / 1 4 - 1 9 4 2 / 1 2 / 3 1
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1757 8 5 0

1942 /04 /1 3 - 1 9 4 2 / 0 6 / 3 0 2 5 3 . I D 30512/2 1758

1942/07/3 1 -1942 /07 /31 2 5 3 . T D 30512 /3 1758 1 9 3

1942/08 /3 1 -1942 /08 /31 2 5 3 . I D 30512/4 1758 374
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par t i san a c t i v i t y , b a t t l e c o n d u c t , and t r a i n i n g in the
area no r th and n o r t h w e s t o f O l e n i n o . Order -of -ba t t l e
cna r t s , s ta tus and s t r e n g t h repor ts , an intel l igence
b u l l e t i n , and a map s h o w i n g the location of e n e m y u n i t s
f a c i n g the 253 . ID, 10 Sep 1942.

la, A n l a g e n zum KTB 5. Orders , reports, messages, and
m a p s p e r t a i n i n g to defensive and assaul t opera t ions in
the aiea n o r t h and n o r t h w e s t o f Olen ino and
p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r U n t e r n e h m e n N o r d p o l . Orde r -o f -ba t t i c
chirts, s t rength and status repor ts , a f t e rac t ion report
an l c r i t igue w i t h m a p s conce rn ing the a s s i g n m e n t o f I R
473 to the area n o r t h of R z h e v , 12 Sep-23 Oct 1942, and
reports on e n e m y opera t ions .

la, A n l a g e n zum KTB 5. Orders , reports, messages, and
m a p s pe r t a in ing to d e f e n s i v e and assault operat ions,
a r t i l l e ry ac t i v i t y , road m a i n t e n a n c e , and execut ion of
U n t e r n e h m e n Nordpol in the area n o r t h and n o r t h w e s t of
O len ino . Order -o f -ba t t l e charts ; s ta tus , s t rength , and
c a s u a l t y reports; a f t e r a c t i o n reports concern ing e n e m y
pene t ra t ion and the d iv is ion ' s sea l ing-off act ion in
the P a n i k l y a River sector, 25-27 N o v ; and reports on
e n e m y opera t ions a n d u n i t i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .

la, A n l a g e n zum KTB 5. Orders , reports, messages, and
maps pe r t a in ing to defens ive and assaul t opera t ions ,
cons t ruc t ion of w i n t e r positions, and r e g r o u p i n g in the
area nor th and no r thwes t of Olen ino . Order -o f -ba t t l e
cha r t , strength and status reports, an af teract ion
cr i t ique re la t ing to the defens ive ba t t l e , 25 Nov-9 Dec
1942, and reports r ega rd ing e n e m y operat ions and uni t
iden t i f i ca t ion .

la, KTB der bewegl ichen 3 r u p p e S c h m i d t . War - jou rna l
conce rn ing f o r m a t i o n o f Beweg l i che G r u p p e S c h m i d t ,
consist ing of bicycle c o m p a n i e s , 16 lay-17 Jun 1941,
assembly in the G o l d a p area, 18-20 Jun , invas ion of
L i t h u a n i a near V i rba l i s , o f f ens ive engagements in

0 A P E ' S T T E M N O . K J L L 1ST F B i S E

1942/10/3 1 -1942 /10 /31 253.10 30512/6 1 758 7 5 4

1942/11/01-1942/11/30 253. ID 30512 /7 1759

1942/12/3 1- 1942/12/31 2 5 3 . T D 30512/8 1759 2 5 3
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L i t h u a n i a i n t h e M a r i j a m p o l e , K a u n a s , K a r m e l a v a ,
Ka i s i adorys , a n d Paberze areas, 22 J u n - 2 Ju l , and
d i s b a n d m e n t , 2 Jul 19U1. A list of off icers d u t y
a s s i g n m e n t s and casual ty and s t reng th reports.

la, K T B 6 . War j o u r n a l concern ing defens ive and
assault operat ions in the area nor th and nor thwest of
' J lanino, 1 Jan-24 Feb, the B u e f f e l b e w e g u n g
(d i sengagement movements to the Belaya River sector
n o r t h of N i k i t i n k a , 25 Feb-6 M a r ) , construction of
B u ^ f f e l s t e l l u n g e n , d i sengagement to northeast of
Y a r t s e v o in the Vop R ive r sector, 7-31 Mar ,
cons t ruc t ion and defense of Barbarossastellungen,
d e f e n s i v e operat ions in the Vop R i v e r sector (west of
the Vopets River and east of the Tsarevich P iver ) ,
r ehab i l i t a t ion , and p lanned w i t h d r a w a l to west of the
Vop R i v e r , 9 Jul. An ac t iv i ty report of the personnel
orarich, 1 Jan-30 Jun 1943, and a register of off icers .

la, A n l a g e n zuin KTB 6. Orders, reports, messages, and
m a p s pe r t a in inc j to defens ive and assault operations,
r ^ a d m a i n t e n a n c e , construction of rear positions,
operat ions against partisans, f o r m a t i o n of alert un i t s ,
and t r a i n i n g in the area n o r t h and northwest of
3laniuo. S t rength and status reports, combat
directives, a m a p showing the location of enemy uni t s
tac ing the 253 . ID , 6 Jan 1943, intelligence bulletins,
and reports on enemy operations.

la, A n l a g e n z u m K T B 6. Orders , reports, messages, and
naps per ta in ing to defens ive operations and regrouping
in the area nor th and no r thwes t of Olenino,
p r e p a r a t i o n s and a map exercise for the B u e f f e l b e w e g u n r j
( d i s e n g a g e m e n t m o v e m e n t to the Obsha River sector,
14-20 F e b ) ; special directives concerning signal
communica t i ons , road cons t ruc t ion , t r a f f i c control, and
the a s s ignmen t of engineers; and reports on e n e m y
operat ions.

D A T E S ITP|I1 N O . c l O L L R A M E

1943/01/0 1 -1943/06 /30 2 5 3 . I D 38874/1 1 7 5 9 511
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la, Ai i l agen zum K T B 6 . Orders , reports , messages, and
maps pe r t a in ing to assault operat ions in the K o m a r y
aud Babayevo areas n o r t h w e s t of O len ino , execut ion of
t h a B u e f f e lbewegung, and d isengagement m o v e m e n t s to
west of Olen ino , to the Obsha R i v e r position, and to
the Belaya River sector no r th of N i k i t i n k a , 6 Mar 1 9 U 3 ;
and s t r e n g t h and s t a t u s reports.

la, A n l a q e n zum KTB 6 . Orders , repor ts , messages, and
m a p s pe r t a in ing to a s sembly in the K h o l m area and
d i s e n g a g e m e n t m o v e m e n t to P a n f i l o v o v ia T g o r y e v s k a y a ,
N o v i k i , D r o n o v k a , and T i m o s h i n o and a t the same t ime
assembly in the l a r k i n o area and d i sengagement m o v e m e n t
to Ozerishche v ia K r u t i t s y , K u r b a t o v o , Yerski , and
S h a m o v a , 8-17 f lar , and cons t ruc t ion and defense of the
B u a f f e l s t e l l u n g in the area n o r t h of Yartsevo, 18-23
M a c ; and status reports.

la, A n l a g e n zum KTB 6 . Orders , reports, messages, and
m a p s p e r t a i n i n g to the cons t ruc t ion and defense of the
B u a f f e l s t e l l u n g in the Vop Rive r sector northeast of
Y a r t s e v o , 24-31 M a r , and the Barbarossas te l lung east of
tha Vop R i v e r in the H a c h u l ' n i k i and Vyshegor areas,
2-22 A p r , a n d t r a i n i n g , r e g r o u p i n g , a n d reorgan iza t ion
of the divis ion. Orde r -o f -ba t t l e char t s , s t r e n g t h and
s t a tu s reports? 3n- a f t e r B c t i o n report concern i rg
assaul t operat ions of S ren .Rg t . 473 in the K o v s h i k i
a raa , 4 Apr , a map s h o w i n g the location of e n e n y u n i t s
f a c i n g the 253 . ID, an intelligence bu l l e t i n , and
repor ts on e n e m y opera t ions and u n i t i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .

la, A n l a g e n zum KTB 6. Orders, reports, messages, and
m a p s pe r ta in ing to defens ive operat ions and t r a i n i n g in
tha V o p River sector nor theas t of Yar t sevo , relief of
the 129. ID ( w h i c h increased the d iv is ion sector to
inc lude the area to L u k s h i n a west of the Vopets R i v e r ) ,
defense of the enlarged area , 25 Apr -31 M a y , and the
relief of the d iv is ion by the 36.ID for r e h a b i l i t a t i o n
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and t L a i n i n q , 1-3 J u n . Order-of -ba ttlo charts , s ta tus
repor ts , a f t e rac t ion repor ts and a cr i t ique r e l a t ing to
R u s s i a n assault opera t ions , a map s h o w i n g the location
of e n e m y un i t s f a c i n g the 253 . ID, and reports on e n e m y
operat ions.

la, A n l a g e n ? u m KTD 6. Orders , reports, messages, and
m a p s pe r t a in ing to de fens ive operations, o f f e n s i v e
e n g a g e m e n t s , r e g r o u p i n g , and t r a i n i n g east of the
Tsarevich River and a long the Vop R ive r in the
Prisel 'ye, N o v o s e l * y e » a n^ Ozer ishche areas and p lanned
w i t h d r a w a l f rom the f r o n t to west of the Vop R i v e r , 9
Ju l ; and reports concerning e n e m y assault operations.

D A T E S N O . H O L L 1ST P H A S E
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