
DATE

1939/10/25

1941/03/15

1941/03/17

1941/03/28

1941/05/21

1941/06/22

1941/07/16

1941/08/11

1942/03/11

1942/07/01

1942/08/05

LOCATION

Strausberg, Berlin,
Wehrkreis III

Breslau, Wehrkreis VIII

Rennes, France to Neusalz/Oder,
Wehrkreis VIII

Gruenberg, Neidenburg, Glogau

East Prussia; Suwalki, Poland

Augustow, Debowo, Pasejanka,
Grodno, Poland; Lida, Russia;
Seirijai, Varena, Vilna, Lithuania

Berezina and Zeimena River sectors,
Soviet Union

Grodno, Lida, Vilna,
Surazh, Vitebsk, Polotsk, Velizh,
Nevel, Gorodok, Lepel, Vetrino,
Demidov, Toropa, Rudnya, Orsha,
Velikiye Luki, Novosokol'niki

Kursk

Tomarovka, Korocha

Kupyansk, Ol'khovatka, Novopskov,
Millerovo, Starobelsk, Izyum,
Svatovo, Shevchenkovo, Rubezhnoye,
Volchino, Voroshilovgrad

4t)3. SICHERUNGS-DIVISION - UNIT HISTORY

ACTIVITY

Activation of Div.Kdo. z.b.V. 403
with Ldsch.Ersatz-Btl. 3

Reorganization as 403.SichD
with Inf.Ersatz-Rgt. 406

Transfer

Formation, training

Movement, assembly,
preparations for defense

Advance, mopping-up action,
securing rear areas

Movement, mopping-up action,
securing rear areas

Securing supply routes and depots,
movement, mopping-up action,
securing rear areas,
operations against partisans

Movement, assignment Stab/403.SichD and
administration of Kommandantur Kursk,
reconnaissance for and construction
of rear positions

Movement, mopping-up and security

Movement, securing and administration
of rear areas,
operations against partisans

99

CHAIN OF COMMAND

Subordinate to: Bfh.rueckw.HGeb. 102, 1941/03/15-1941/05/20

C.O.: Gen.Lt. Wolfgang von Ditfurth, 1941/04/04-1942/05/15

Subordinate to: AOK 9, 1941/05/21-1941/07/11

Bfh.HGeb. Mitte, 1941/07/12-1942/03/11

AK 48 Pz, 1942/03/11-1942/07/26

C.O.: Gen.Lt. Wilhelm Russwurm, 1942/05/15-1943/04/10

Subordinate to: AOK 6, 1942/07/27-1942/08/20

Bfh.HGeb. B, 1942/08/21-1942/09/30
Bereich d.Stabes HGr. Don, 1942/10/01-1942/10/15
KomGen d SichTr u Bfh HGeb Don, 1942/10/15-1943/01/29w
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DATE LOCATION

1942/10/30 Proletarskaya, Salsk, Elista,
Zimovniki, Dubovskoye

1942/12/23 Don and Donets River sectors,
Likhaya, Shakhty, Kamensk,
Novocherkassk

1943/01/29 Rasdorskaya, Krymskiy

1943/02/03 Zaporozhe, Dnepropetrovsk,
Dnieper River

1943/04/19 Dnepropetrovsk

1943/05/10 Zaporozhe, Dnepropetrovsk

1943/05/20 Bergen, Wehrkreis XI

1943/06/05 Fallingbostel

ACTIVITY

Movement, air raid protection,
security, defense

Defensive and offensive operations
against penetrating enemy forces

Relief by the 79. and 384.ID

Movement,
defense of Maulwurfstellung Nord

Disbandment

Assignment of units to the 79.ID
and Bfh.HGeb. Sued

Transfer of Stab/403.SichD

Stab 403.SichD redesignated and used
for the reconstitution of the 265.ID

CHAIN OF COMMAND

AK 29, 1943/01/30-1943/03/20

Obfh. HGr. Sued, 1943/03/21-1943/05/20

Records of the 403.SichD are reproduced on roll 2206 of NARS Microfilm Publication T315 and are described following the unit history.

Manuscript in the Foreign Military Studies series, MS D-282 (Employment of Kampfgruppe (replacement units composed of troops returning
from furlough) as security detachment of rear positions and for defensive missions, Don - Donets, Winter 42-43), by Gen.Lt. Wilhelm Russwurm
contains reference to this division.
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403. SICHERUNGS-DIVISION 101

CONTENTS DATES ITEM NO. ROLL 1ST FRAME

la, KTB. War -journal concerning the arrival of the 1941/03/15-1941/11/2C 403.SichD 15701/1 2206 1
advance detachroert in Gruenberq, Wehrkreis VIII, 15 Mar
1941; preparations for and transfer cf the division
from Rennes. France to Neusalz/Oder, Wehrkceis VIII,
17-28 Mar; training in the Neidenturq, Pothenburq, and
Glogau areas, 26 Mar-20 May; iroveirent tc East Prussia
for assembly and preparations for defense in case of a
Russian attack, 21 Hay-21 Jun; and advance, rocppinq-up
action, and securing rear areas in Auqustow, Bebowo,
Pasejanka, and Grodno, Poland; Lida, Russia; and
Seiriiai, Varena, and Vilna, Lithuania, 22 Jun-15 Jul,
and in the Berezina and Zeimena fciver sectors of
Russia, 16 Jul-1C Auq.
Securing supply routes and depots in the Grodno,
Lida, and Vilna areas; and moppirq-up action,
securing rear areas, and operations against
partisans in the Surazh, Vitebsk, Velizh, Nevel,
Lepel, Vetrino, Polotsk, Demidov, ToLCpa, Rudnya,
and Velikiye Luki areas, 11 Auq-2C Nov 1941.
A register of officers; casualty lists, 11 May
1941-10 May 1942; and combat and ration strenqth
reports, 1 Apr-31 Dec 1941.

la, KTB. War journal concerninq operations against 1941/11/19-1942/01/01 403.SichD 15701/2 2206 108
partisans and securing rear areas and railroad lines in
the Orsha, Vitebsk, Rudnya, Toropets, Polctsk, Surazh,
Nevel, Velizh, Toropa, Novosokol' r.iki, Velikiye Luki,
Dretun1, Bazary, and Volkovo areas, 19 Nov-20 Dec 1941;
assignment of nev units; and expardirq tc include the
Baravukha, Demiuov, Lepel, Polota, Il'ino, Vetrino,
Senno, Belitsa, Chereya, and Chashniki areas, 21 Dec
1941-1 Jan 1942.

la, Anlaqen zum KTE; Ic, Ila/b, IVd, TB. Orders and 1941/03/12-1941/12/31 403.SichD 15701/3 2206 120
reports pertaining to transfer cf the advance
detachment of Div.Stab z.b.V. 403, 12 Mar 1941, and the
redesiqnated 403 .Sich.Div. from fcennts, France, to
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102 403. S I C H E R U N G S - D I V I S I O N

C O N T E N T S DATES I T E M N O . R O L L 1 S T F R A M E

Neusalz/Oder , Wehrkre i s V11I, 17-28 K a r ; t r a in inq in
the Gruenberq , P c t h e n b u r q , N e i d e n t u r q , and Gloqau
areas, 28 f tar-20 M a y ; m o v e m e n t to, assembly , and
preparations tor deiense in case cf a Russ i an at tack in
East Prussia ard Suwalk i , Poland , 21 M a y - 2 1 J u n ; and
advance, moppinq-up action, securinq rear areas, and
operations aqainst partisans in the Auqustow and Grodno
areas o± Poland, the Varena and Vilna areas of
Lithuania, and the Nevel, Polotsk, Velikiye Luki,
Gorodok, Velizh, Rudnya, Sennc, ard Crsha areas of the
Soviet Union, 22 Jun-30 Dec.
Administrative procedures of the division staff, a
directive concerning commitment ir the
Reichskommissariat Ostland, an evaluation of the
situation by Bfh .rueckw.HGeb. Mitte, monthly
afteraction reports, and directives fcr control of
civilians and prisoners of war and read security
and maintenance.
Training schedules; a report reqardinq the
activity of the division staff in Vilca; an
afteraction critique on comra i t r r e r t on the eastern
front; intelliqence bulletins; data on enemy
operations; overlays showinq location of division
units; order-of-battle charts; and activity
reports of the intelliqence branch, 1 Apr-30 Nov
1941, and the personnel branch and Protestant and
Catholic chaplains, 1 Apr-31 Dec.

la, Urlauberfassunq und Versprenqte 6. Armee. Orders, 1942/11/22-1943/01/11 403.SichD 27191 2206 539
reports, messaqes, and instructions pertaininq to
control, handlinq, and equipment cf military personnel
returning from furlouqh; seizure cf stragglers; and
assignment of replacements to AOK 6 in the Stalingrad
area,

la, K T B mit An laqe r . War -journal concerning t ransfer 1942/01 /01-1942/01/22 403-SichD 29531 2206 647
of Inf.Rqt. 693 to the front due to Russian penetration
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403. SICHEiUJNGS-DIVlSION 103

CONTENTS DATES ITEM NO. ftOLL 1ST FRAME

between Heeresgebiet Word and Mitte; defensive
operations; securing rear areas; operations against
partisans; and regrouping in the Torcpets, Nevel,
Demidov, Vitebsk, Lepel, Velizh, Surazh, Velikiye Lukir

II1ino, Polotsk, Dubno, Gorodok, Novcsokol1niki, and
Bazary areas. Orders relating tc contact with Russian
combat forces north and northeast of Dubno; assignment
of Eingreirgruppe von Koedern with attached units in
the Dubno, Toropets, and Velikiye Luki areas, 15 Jan
1942; and the defense of Velikiyt Luki, 21 Jan.

la, KTB. War -journal concerning operations of higher 1942/01/01-1943/06/05 403.SichD 32103/1 2206 679
commands, 1-22 Jan 1942; securing rear areas,
operations against partisans, and regrouping in the
Vitebsk, Toropets, Novosokol'niki, Gorodok, Velikiye
Luki, Nevel, Lepel, Polotsk, Dri^.La, and Orsha areas,
23 Jan-10 Mar; relief of Stab/403 .Sic.h .Div. by
Stab/Sich. Br ig. 201, 1-14 Mar; and nicvenent tc Kursk
and takeover of Kommandantur Kursk and administration,
reconnaissance for and construction of rear positions
north or Kursk, securing the railroad line from Kursk
to Orel, Ligov, and Oboyan, 2fc Mar-23 Jun, relief of
command by Feldkommandantur 668, 27 Jun-1 Jul, and
movement to Tcmarovka 1-3 Jul.
Mopping-up action and security in the Tcmarovka
and Korocha areas, 5 Jul-4 Aug 1942; novcment to,
security, administration of, and cperations
against partisans, and regrouping in the Kupyansk,
Ol*khovatka, Novopsfcov^ Millerovc, Svatovo,
Shevchenkovo, Starobelsk, Novaya Astrakhan,
Volchino, Izyum, Volochansk, and Fubezhnoye areas
north of Voroshilovgrad, 5 Aug-25 Cct; relief by
the Italian 156th Division "Vicenza" and the
213. Sich .Div., 26-29 Oct, and irovemert to, air
raid protection, and securing rear ai€as in the
Proletarskaya and Salsk area of the Banych Giver
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104 403. SICHEBONGS-DIVISION

CONTENTS DATES ITEM NO. BOLL 1ST FRAME

sector, 30 Oct-2C Nov, and the Zinovniki,
Dubovskoye, Kuteinikovo, and Elista areas, 21
Nov-22 Dec; defense of the Don and Dcnets River
sectors in the Lik-haya, Shakhty, Novocherkassk,
Kamensk, and Easdorskaya areas, 13 Dec 1942-21 Jan
1943; and relief by the 79. and 384.IE, and
movement to and defense of the Maulwurf Stellunq
"Nord" along the Dnieper River, 25 Jan-23 Feb.
Seizure and impressment of expendible personnel
for AOK 6 in the Zaporozhe and Dnepropetrovsk
areas, 2-27 Kar 1943; disbandment of the
403.Sich.Div., 19 Apr, and takeover cf its sector
by Sich.Briq. Seidel and lnl.ti.Zuq, 21 Apr;
assignment of division units to the 79.ID and
Bfh.HGeb. Sued, 10 May; and transfer of
Stab/403.Sich.Div. to Berqen, Wehrkreis XI, 20-25
May, to be used for the reconstituticn of the
265.ID and redesiqnation as Stab 265.ID in
Fallinqhostel, Wehrkreis XI, 5 Jui>.

la, Anlaqen zum KTE; Ic, Ila/b, IVd, TE. Stammtafel 1941/12/06-1943/05/10 403.SichD 32103/2 2206 78S
concerninq activation of Div.Kdo. z.b.V. 403 in
Strausberq/Berlin, Wehrkreis III, 25 Get 1939, with
replacements of Ldsch.Btl. 3 and reorqanization as the
403.Sich.Div. in Breslau, Wehrkreis VIII, 15 Mar 1941,
with replacements of Inf.Ers.Rqt. 406. Orders relatinq
to securinq rear areas, moppinq-up action, operations
aqainst partisans, and reqroupinq in the Velikiye Luki,
Vitebsk, Nevel, and Orsha areas tc north of
Voroshilovqrad and the defense of the Don, Donets, and
Dnieper River sectors.
Orders, reports, and tables pertaininq to the
division's defense of Toropets, 1C-16 Jan 1942;
formation of Einqreif qi uppe vcn1 hcedern and
commitment in the Dubno, Toropets, Tcropa, and
Velikiye Luki areas, 15 Jan; relief of the
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403. S I C H E R U N G 3 - D I V I S I O N

C O N T E N T S

division staff and assignment to K o m m a n d a n t u r
K u r s k , 10 M a r ; m o v e m e n t of the divis ion to the
Oboyan area, 23-30 J u n ; and s e c u r j n q roads and
railroad lines in the Mil le rcvo, Starcbelsk,
Vorosh i lovgrad , and I z y u m areas, 1-27 Sep.
Activities of the civilian a d m i n i s t r a t i o n b r anch ;
air raid protection ard defense in the Con Rive r
sector sector wi th the use of R u m a n i a n uni ts , 15
Nov-12 Dec; assembly, control , and i m p r e s s m e n t of
personnel re tu rn inq f rom leave, s traqqlers, and
expendable men and assignment to A O K 6 in the
Zaporozhe and Dneprope t rovsk a rea , 26 N c v 1 9 4 2 - 2 7
Mar 1943; and disbandment of the 403.Sich .Div. , 19
A p r , takeover of the sector by S i c h . B r i q . Seidel
and I n t . P i . Z u q , and a s s iqnmen t of d i v i s i o n un i t s
to the 79 . ID and B t h . H G e b . Sued , 10 M a y .
Data relat inq to e n ^ m y operat ions; c o m b a t and
ration s t renqth reports ; o rde r -o f -ba t t l e char ts , 1
Jan 1942-19 Apr 1943; atteractior r epo r t s on the
c o m m i t m e n t of B t l . 591 in th« Torcpets area, 1
Feb-31 Mar 1942; casualty lists; ac t iv i t y reports
of the intel l iqence t rauch concerr . inq the e n e m y
si tuat ion, mora le jt the c ivi l ian p o p u l a t i o n ,
propaganda , coun teLin te l2 iqe r . ce , and t r ccp
indoctrination a u d e n t e r t a i n m e n t ; and ac t iv i ty
reports of the personnel b r a n c h ard cf the
Catholic and E'rotestant chap la ins . ( T h e date span
for this record i t f j m does not i nc lude the period
11 M a r - 2 2 Jun 1 9 4 2 . )

DATES ITEM NO.
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ROLL 1ST FRAME

w
w

w
.m

ap
ar

ch
iv

e.
ru

ww2@maparchive.ru




