
120 20. Panzer-Division (20th Panzer Division)

The 20. Panzer-Division was formed on October 15, 194-0, in
Erfurt, Wehrkreis IX, receiving Panzergrenadier-Regiment 59
from the 19. Infanterie-Division. From June 1941 the divi-
sion was employed in the central sector of the eastern front,
advancing to the vicinity of Moscow. In the summer of 19-43
it took part in the Orel offensive. From October through
December 1943 the division withdrew from Orel to the Vitebsk
area via Gomel, Mogilev, and Orsha. Although there are no
records of the division available dated later than December

Item

31, 194-3, the situation maps of Lage Ost show that from January
through April 1944 the division defended the Polotsk, Vitebsk, and
Bobruisk areas. In May 1944 it was transferred to the southern
sector and took part in operations in the Chelm area. In July
the division was transferred to the Bialystok area for rehabili-
tation and from August through December 1944 it defended East
Prussia. In January 1945 the division was moved to southern
Poland and participated in the defense of the Breslau, Schweid-
nitz, Neisse, and Gorlitz areas until the latter part of April 1945

Dates Item No.

la, Tatigkeitsbericht. Activation of the division in Erfurt, Wehrkreis IX; transfer
to the troop training area in Ohrdruf for tactical training5 inspection of sub-
ordinate units by the Commanding General Gen.Maj. Horst Stumpff, who was appointed
on Nov 15, 1940j and transfer to the troop training area in Konigsbriick, Wehr-
kreis IV, for maneuvers. Lists of officers' duty assignments, a list of personnel Oct 15, 1940 -
not fit for duty, training instructions, order of battle charts, and maps. May 24, 1941 9957

la, Kriegstagebuch 2, Band 1. Operations in the encirclement at Demidov, the advance
to Kholui, Staraya Russa, and Borovsk, about halfway between Kaluga and Moscow.
The division was subordinate to the LVII. and XL. A.K. under the command of Oberst
von Bismarck.

la, Kriegstagebuch 2, Band 2. Operations southwest of Moscow between Borovsk and
Mozhaisk, and the movement of part of the division to the Kaluga area for rest
and part to an area northwest of Moscow between Volokolamsk and Klin. The divi-
sion was subordinate to the LVII. Pz.K., Pz.Gr. 4, and the IX. A.K., successively.
Gen.Maj. Wilhelm Ritter von Thoma became division commander on Oct 21, 1941. Oct 21 - Dec 31, 1941

la, Kriegstagebuch 2, Band 3. Operations northwest of Moscow in the Ruza area. The
division was subordinate to the IX., XX., XII., and the V. A.K., successively. Jan 1 - Feb 28, 1942

la, Kriegstagebuch 2, Band 4. Operations against the 33d Soviet Army between the
Ugra and Vorya Rivers north of Mosalsk. The division was subordinate to the XX.A.K.Mar 1 - Apr 30, 1942

la, Anlagenband A z. KTB 2. Orders, correspondence, charts, and order of battle
information.

Aug 16, 1941 -
May 2, 1942

19350/2

19350/3

19350/4

19350/6

Roll 1st Frame

741

Aug 15 - Oct 20, 1941 19350/1 741 201
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20. Panzer-Division 121

Item

la, Anlagenband Ca 1 z. KTB 2, Schriftliche taktische Korpsbefehle. Corps orders
from the LVII. Pz.K.

la, Anlagenband Ca 2 z. KTB 2, Schriftliche taktische Korpsbefehle. Operation
orders from the LVII. Pz.K., IX. A.K., Pz.AOK 4, XX. and XII. A.K., and
Pz.Gr. 4.

la, Anlagenband Ca 3 z. KTB 2, Schriftliche taktische Befehle der Armee u.
hoherer Stabe.

la, Anlagenband Ca 4 z. KTB 2, Schriftliche taktische Befehle von Nachbar-
divisionen, sonstigen Nachbareinheiten und eigene Verbanden.

la, Anlagenband Cb 1 z. KTB 2, Ausgegebene Schriftliche taktische Befehle der
20. Pz.Div.

la, Anlagenband Ce 1 z. KTB 2, Tages- bezw. Abendmeldungen der 20. Pz.Div.
(Gruppe v. Thoma) an das Korps.

la, Anlagenband D 1 z. KTB 2, Einsatz-, Gefechts- u. Lageberichte und Lagebeur-
teilungen.

la, Anlagenband D 2 z. KTB 2, Einsatz-, Gefechts- u. Lageberichte u. Lagebe-
urteilungen.

la, Anlagenband D 3 z. KTB 2, Zustandsberichte.

la, Anlagenband D 4 z. KTB 2, Erfahrungsberichte.

la, Anlagenband D 5 z. KTB 2, Berichte u'ber Lagen und Einsatz der Stabe und
Truppen der 20. Pz.Div.

la, Anlagenband H z. KTB 2, Verpflegungs-, Gefechts- u. Grabenstarken.

Dates Item No. Roll 1st Frame

Aug 7 - Oct 20, 1941 19350/12 741

Oct 22, 1941 -

Aug 18 - Nov 20, 1941 lc350/76 742

Jun 11, 1941 -
Apr 30, 1942 19350/81 743

865

Oct 14,

Nov 7,

Aug 15,

Dec 19,

Jill 20 -

Dec 10,

Aug 25,

Aug 15

Apr

1941
Apr

1941
Apr

1941
Apr

1941
Apr

Dec

1941
Apr

1941
Apr

- Nov

28,

30,

30,

30,

30,

31,

30,

30,

5,

1942

1942

1942

1942

1942

1941

1942

1942

1941

19350/13

19350/14

19350/15

19350/16

19350/71

19350/72

19350/73

19350/74

19350, '75

741

741

741
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7/-
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122 20. Panzer-Division

Item

la, Anlagenband Ja 2 z. KTB 2, Nichttaktische Befehle, Aufrufe, Verordnungen, Aner-
kennungsschreiben, Tagesbefehle und Verfiigungen verschiedenen Inhalts des Korps
und hoherer Stabe.

la, Anlagenband Ja 3 z. KTB 2, Nichttaktische Befehle, Aufrufe, Verordnungen, Tages-
befehle, Verfiigungen verschiedenen Inhalts des Korps u. hoherer Stabe.

la, Anlagenband Jb 1 z. KTB 2, Nichttaktische Befehle, Anerkennungsschreiben, Tages-
befehle, Verfiigungen u. Schriftverkehr verschiedenen Inhalts der 20, Pz.Div.,
anderer Divisionen und Nachbarverbande.

Ic, Anlagenband K 1 z. KTB 2, Personliche Aufzeichnungen, Erlebnisberichte.

Ic, Tatigkeitsbericht mit Anlagen als Anlagenband Liz. KTB 2 la. Daily activity
reports during offensive operations near Smolensk. Also, translations of cap-
tured enemy documents and interrogation summaries on Russian deserters and
prisoners of war.

Ic, Anlagen z. TB als Anlagenbande L 2-3 z. KTB 2 la, Feindnachrichtenblatter.

Ic, Anlagen z. TB als Anlagenband L 6 z. KTB 2 la, Gefangenenvernehmungen. -Sum-
maries of interrogations of prisoners of war and deserters.

Ic, Anlagen z. TB als Anlagenband L 8 z. KTB 2 la, Aufrufe, Verordnungen.
Propaganda leaflets, orders, and regulations.

Ic, Anlagen z. TB als Anlagenband L 9 z. KTB 2 la, Feindunterlagen allgemeiner
Art. Instructions and regulations concerning partisan warfare, and trans-
lations of enemy orders.

la, Kriegstagebuch 1. War journal concerning activities in Sangerhausen, Nord-
hausen, and in the troop training area of Ohrdruf, entraining for movement to
East Prussia (Lb'tzen area) for the invasion of Russia, crossing the border in
the Suwalki area, the advance and combat operations toward Vilna, Minsk, and

Dates Item No. Roll 1st Frame

Oct 2, 1941 -
Jan 31, 1942 19350/83 743

Feb 1 - Apr 26, 1942 19350/84 74:

Aug 15, 1941 -
Apr 29, 1942 19350/85 745'

Aug 15, 1941 -
Apr 30, 1942 19350/86 743

Aug 17, 1941 -
Apr 30, 1942

Aug 8, 1941 -
Apr 7, 1942

Aug 8, 1941 -
Apr 30, 1942

Aug 15, 1941 -
Apr 30, 1942

Aug 18 - Nov 9, 1941 19350/96 744

147

358

436

666

19350/88

19350/89-
19350/90

19350/93

19350/95
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20. Panzer-Division 123

Item

.Smolensk. The division was subordinate to the XXXIX. A.K. from May 5 to Jul 26,
1941, and to the LVTI. Pz.K. from Jul 26, 1941. On Aug 2, 1941, Oberst von
Bismarck became temporary division commander, replacing Gen.Lt. Stumpff.

la, Anlagenband z. KTB 1. Division orders and reports with an overlay concerning
operations. Also, lists of officers' duty assignments.

la, Anlagenband z. KTB 1, Befehle, Schriftverkehr, Vorbereitungen zum Angriff,
Kriegsgliedemngen, Auffrischung.

la, Anlagenband C 1 z. KTB 1, Eingegangene Befehle des XXXIX. A.K.

la, Anlagenband C 2 z. KTB 1, Eingegangene Befehle des XXXIX. A.K. und LVTI. Pz.K.

la, Anlagenbande C 3-4 z. KTB 1, Erhaltene u. erstattete Meldungen.

la, Anlagenband C 4 z. KTB 3, Abendmeldungen d. Pz.Art.Rgt. 92.

la, Anlagenband D z. KTB 3, Kampf- u. Gefechtsberielite.

Ic, Tatigkeitsbericht als Anlagenband E 1 z. KTB 3 la. Activity report concern-
ing enemy operations in the Vyazma area; prisoner-of-vrar interrogation sum-
maries, propaganda material, and bulletins pertaining to the enemy situation.

la, Kriegstagebuch 4 mit Aktenplan. War journal concerning offensive operations
north of Orel between Zhizdra and Mtsensk. The division was subordinate to
Pz.AOK 2, LIII. A.K., and the XLI. and XLVII. Pz.K. On Jul 1, 1942, Gen.Maj.
Walther Duvert became division commander.

la, Anlagenband A z. KTB 4, Kriegsgliederungen.

la, Anlagenband C 1 z. KTB 4, Befehle vom Korps und hoherer Stabe.

la, Anlagenband C 2 z. KTB 4, Divisionsbefehle. Orders of the division and Ab-
schnittsstab z.b.V. 4 in the Bolkhov area, north of Orel.

Dates Item No. Roll 1st Frame

May 25 - Aug 15, 1941 24209/1 744

Jun 17 - Aug 15, 1941 24209/2 744

May 7 - Aug 15, 1941

Jim 6-30, 1941

Jul 1 - Aug 8, 1941

Jun 20 - Aug 15, 1941

May 1 - Jul 31, 1942

Jul 4 - 21, 1942

May 1 - Jul 31, 1942 24209/41 745

Aug 1 - Sep 30, 1942 28394/1 745

Aug 1 - Sep 30, 1942 28394/2 745

Aug 1 - Sep 30, 1942 28394/4 745

Aug 2 - Sep 30, 1942 28394/5 745

328

24209/4
24209/7

24209/8

24209/9- •
24209/10

24209/31

24209/40
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1-24 20. Panzer-Division

Item

la, Anlagenband C 3 z. KTB 4, Abendmeldungen des Pz.Art.Rgt. 92 und Abendmeldungen
der Division an das Korps.

Ic, Tatigkeitsbericht mit Aalagen als Anlagsnband E z. KTB 4 la. Activity report
concerning enemy activities; summaries of interrogations of prisoners of war
and deserters, daily reports and overlays on enemy operations, and propaganda
leaflets.

la, Kriegstagebuch 5 mit Aktenplan. War journal concerning the movement of the
division from Zhizdra to the Bryansk and Yartsevo area and defensive operations
in Bely. Generalmajor Diivert was succeeded by Oberst Freiherr v. Luttwitz as
division commander. The division was subordinate to Pz.AOK 2, VI. and XXX. A.K.,
XLI. Pz.K., and AOK 9, successively.

la, Anlagenband A z. KTB 5, Zustandsberichte und Kriegsgliederungen.

la, Anlagenband C 1 z. KTB 5, Befehle von Korps und hb'heren Staben.

la, Anlagenband C 3 z. KTB 5, Fernsprechbuch der Fiihrungsabteilung.

Ic, Tatigkeitsbericht rait Anlagen als Anlagenband D z. KTB 5 la. Activity report
concerning the movement from Zhizdra to the Bryansk area; summaries of interro-
gations of prisoners of war and deserters, reports on partisan activities, and
reports and overlays pertaining to enemy operations and situation.

la, Kriegstagebuch 6, Textband, Erstschrift mit Aktenplan. War journal concerning
operations in the Yartsevo and Dukhovshchina areas, the entraining in Smolensk
for movement to Orel to participate in an offensive in the Maloarkhangelsk area.
The division was subordinate to the 1. Pz.Div., Pz.AOK 2, LV. A.K., and the
XLI. and XLVII. Pz.K. at various times during this period and under the command
of Generalmajor Freiherr v. Lu'ttwitz. Gen.Maj. Mortimer v. Kessel became divi-
sion commander on May 8, 1943.

la, Anlagenband A z. KTB 6, Zustandsberichte und Kriegsgliederungen.

la, Anlagenband C 1 z. KTB 6, Befehle von Korps und hb'heren Staben.

Dates Item No. Roll 1st Frame

Aug 1 - Sep 19, 1942 28394/6 745

Aug 1 - Sep 30, 1942 28394/17 745

Oct 1 - Dec 31, 1942

Oct 1 - Dec 31, 1942

Oct 1 - Dec 31, 194-2

Oct 3 - Dec 31, 1942

Oct 1 - Dec 31, 1942 28394/29 746

Jan 1 - Jun 30, 1943

Jan 4 - Jun 1, 1943

Jan 1 - Jun 30, 1943

36587/1 746

36587/2 746

36587/4 746
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746

746
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20. Panzer-Division 125

Item

la, Anlagenband C 2 z. KTB 6, Divisionsbefehle.

la, Anlagenband G z. KTB 6, Gefechts- und Verpflegungsstarken und Verwendungs-
bereite Waffen.

Ic, Tatigkeitsbericht mit Anlagen 1-97 und Pausen als Anlagenband D 1 z. KTB 6 la.
Daily activity reports with overlays concerning enemy operations and situation
in the central sector of the eastern front, Also, intelligence bulletins and
summaries of interrogations of Russian deserters and prisoners of war.

Ic, Tatigkeitsbericht mit Anlagen 1-126 als Anlagenband D 2 z. KTB 6. Activity
report including interrogation summaries, intelligence bulletins, daily re-
ports concerning enemy operations and situation, overlays and maps, trans-
lations, and reconnaissance reports from the Donskoi area.

la, Kriegstagebuch 7, Textband, Erstschrift mit Aktenplan. War journal relating
to operations in the Donskoi area north of Orel and the retreat across the
Desna River south of Bryansk. The division was subordinate to the XLVII. Pz.K.,
LIII. A.K., XLI. Pz.K., XXIII. A.K., Gruppe Harpe, LVI. Pz.K., and the LV. A.K.
at various times during this period under the command of Generalmajor v. Kessel.

la, Anlagenband A z. KTB 7, Zustandsberichte mit Kriegsgliederungen.

la, Anlagenband C z. KTB 7, Gefechts- und Verpflegungsstarken, Verwendungsbereite
Waffen.

la, Anlagenband C 1 z. KTB 7, Befehle von Korps, Armee und hoheren Staben.

la, Anlagenband C 2 z. KTB 7, Divisionsbefehle.

Ic, Tatigkeitsbericht als Anlagenband D 1 z. KTB 7. Activity report concerning
daily activities, interrogation summaries on prisoners of war and deserters,
and reports on the enemy situation on the Orel front.

la, Kriegstagebuch 8, Textband, Erstschrift mit Aktenplan. War journal concerning
the retreat from the Orel area west toward Gomel, then northwest to Mogilev,

Dates Item No. Roll 1st Frame

Jan 4- - Jun 30, 1943 36587/5 747

Jan 1 - Jun 20, 1943 36587/12 747

Jan 1 - Mar 31, 1943 36587/13 2330

Apr 1 - Jun 30, 1943 36587/14 747

Jul 1 - Oct 8, 1943

Jul 1 - Oct 8, 1943

Jul 1 - Oct 8, 1943

Jul 1 - Oct 8, 1943

Jul 1 - Oct 8, 1943

39927/1 747

39927/2 747

39927/4 747

39927/5 747

39927/6 747

Jul 1 - Oct 8, 1943 39927/16 748
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126 20. Panzer-Division

Item

Orsha, and Vitebsk. The division was subordinate to Pz.AOK 3, IX. A.K., XLI.
Pz.K., and IX. A.K., successively.

la, Anlagenband A z. KTB 8, Kriegsgliederungen, Zustandsberichte, Zustandsmeldungen.

la, Anlagenband C 1 z. KTB 3, Befehle von Korps und hoheren Staben, Divisionsbefehle.

la, Anlagenband C 1 z. KTB 7, Befehle des Korps und hb'herer Stabe.

la, Anlagenband F 2 z. KTB 8, Gefechts- und Verpflegungsstarken, Einsatzbereite
Waffen.

la, Anlagenband C la z. KTB 8, Befehle des Korps und hb'herer Stabe.

Ic, Tatigkeitsbericht als Anlagenband D 1 z. KTB 8 la. Activity report concern-
ing the enemy situation, summaries of interrogations of prisoners of war and
deserters, intelligence bulletins, and daily reports pertaining to enemy
operations between Vitebsk and Velikiye Luki.

Dates Item No, Roll 1st Frame

Oct 9 -

Oct 9 -

Oct 9 -

Apr 4 —

Oct 9 -

Oct 9 -

Dec

Dec

Dec

Oct

Dec

Dec

31,

31,

31,

3,

31,

31,

1943

1943

1943

1943

1943

1943

42131/1

42131/2

42131/4

42131/5

42131/6

42131/7

748

748

748

748

748

748

303

47/

507

723

875

886

Oct 9 - Dec 31, 1943 42131/12 748 1045
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