DATE

1939/08/25

1939/11/21

1940/01/01

1940/01/29

1940/05/16

1940/07/10

1940/07/17

1941/02/15

1941/07/01

1942/01/26
1942/02/11

1942/07/27

LOCATION

Wehrkreis V, Freiburg

Freiburg, Breisach

Freiburg

Villingen, Endingen,
Ebingen, Muensingen

Arlon, Belgium
Sedan, Laon, Marle, Rheims,
Chalons-sur-Marne, Troyes,
Nivernais, Nevers, France

Nevers, Dijon, Lure, Belfort,
Freiburg, Germany

Karlsruhe, Rastatt, Heilbronn,
Baden-Baden, Neckarsulm

Karlsruhe, Saint-Nazaire, Nantes,
Angers, Chateaubriant,
Auray, Lorient, Pontivy,
Vannes, France

Groix Island, Nantes, Guer,
Saint-Nazaire

Vitebsk, Russia
Velizh, Velikiye Luki, Demidov

Velizh, Western Dvina River,
Surazh

20S. INFANTERIE-DIVISION - UNIT HISTORY

ACTIVITY

Operational readines of 14.LdwD

(3. Welle), training

Training, border security,
defensive engagements

Redesignated 205.ID
Movement, training
Transfer, advance, offensive
engagements
occupation duty

Trans fer

Movement, training

Transfer, coastal defense,
security of rear areas,
training, regrouping

Coastal defense, training

Trans fer

Movement, defensive engagements

Defensive and assault troop
operations, action against
partisans

C.0.:

CHAIN OF OOMMAND

C.0.: Gen.Lt. Ernst Richter, 1939/08/26-1942/03/26
Subordinate to: Stellv.Gen.Kdo. V, 1939/08/25-1939/12/30

AOK 7, 1939/12/31-1940/02/07

OKH Res., 1940/02/08-1940/05/17

AOK 16, 1940/05/18-1940/05/29

AK 9 (AOK 2), 1940/06/10-1940/07/06

AOK 2, 1940/07/07-1940/07/11

AK 27 (AOK 12), 1940/07/12-1940/07/17

Stellv.Gen.Kdo. V, 1940/07/17-1941/02/26

AK 25, 1941/02/27-1942/01/10

AX 59, 1942/01/11-1942/11/04

Subordinate to: AK 41 Pz, 1942/11/04-1942/11/18

AX 6, 1942/11/18-1942/12/31

Gen.Lt. Paul Seyffardt, 1942/03/28-1943/11/04



52
DATE

1943/01/01

1943/01/28
1943/04/01

1943/12/31

LOCATION

Nevel, Velikiye Luki

Novosokolniki
Velikiye Luki, Novosokolniki

Novosokolniki

ACTIVITY CHAIN OF COMMAND

Movement, rehabilitation, AX 59, 1943/01/01-1943/02/28
liberation of encircled forces

Movement, defensive engagements PzAOK 3, 1943/02/28-1943/03/10

Position defense AK 43, 1943/03/10-1943/12/31

Defensive and assault troop operations C.0.: Gen.Lt. Horst von Mellenthin, 1943/11/25-1945/03/14

Records of the 205.ID are reproduced on rolls 1587-1593 of Microfilm Puhblication T315 and are described following the unit history.

Although no records of this division dated later than 1943/12/31 were available at the National Archives, general officer personnel files and
situation maps of Lage Ost show:

1944/01/01

1944/02/18

1944/07/20

1944/10/02

1944/11/21

1945/04/25

Novosokolniki, Loknya,
Pustoshka, Idritsa

Polotsk

Zarasai, Lithuania,
Jekabpils, Jaunjelgava,
Plavinas, Latvia

Riga, Tukums

Mazeikiai, Lithuania,
Saldus, Luce, Latvia

Tukums, Latvia

NDisengagement movements

Withdrawal, position defense

Withdrawal, defensive onerations

Movement, defensive engagements

Defensive engagements, withdrawal
C.0.: Gen,Maj. Karl Giesse, 1945/01/08-



[a, KIB

205.

CONTENTS

INFANTERIF-DIVISTION

2. WYar journal for the original period 15
Sep=20 Nov 1939 was destroyed in the Potsdam fire and
the remainder for the period 1 0ct-20 Nov 1939 is
partially burnt and pertains to the formation and

trainina of the

and Breisach areas,

strength report.,

fa, KTB

3. WwWar fjournal concerning training,
construction of fortifications,

14, Landwehr Division in the Freiburg

and includes a casualty and a

and defensive

operations in the Freiburgy and Breisach areas. (This
document is partially burnt.)

Ia, KTB 4.

war journal concerning the redesignation of

14. Landwehr Division as 205.ID, 1 Jan 1940; training

and defensive operations in the Freiburg and Breisach
movement to and training in the

areas,

Villingen,

1-29 Jan;

Jan-15 May 1940;

Merl,

docdment is partially burnt.

and Mamer,

May-25 Jun 1940,

the =i

from

Ia, KTB

the Nevers and Nivernais arcas,
wovement to Ffreibury, Germany, via Dijon,
10-17 Jul 1940;
Karlsruhe area for training, 17 Jul
Ia, Anlagen zumn
orders, directives,
construction ot fortifications,
operations of 14.1D,
1-29 Jan 1940, in tne
movemént to the Villingen,

Belfort,

Arlon,
engagements

transfer to Arlon,

Endinqen, Fbingen, and Muensingen arcas, 30
Belqgium, via Trier,

Tuxemnbourqg, 16-20 May 1940. Included
1s a register of otficers andi a strength report. (This

wias cdestroyed by fire;

WAcs

Item 958424,

KT 5, 21

according to

i - O T L s R |
tuation maps of Lage West the division advanced

Belgium, to Marle, France,
in the lLaon,

for offensive
Nevers and Nivernails areas.)

b. War journal concerning occupation duty in

KTB 1-3,

26 Jun-9

Lageberichte.
and maps pertaining to training,
and defensive

28 0Oct=-12 Dec 1939, and 205.ID,
Freiburg and Breisach areas,

Endinger, Thingen, and

Jul 1940;
Lure, and
and subseguent trarsfer to thea

Reports,

AT RS

1939/10/91-1933/11/20

1939/11/21-1039/712/31

194 0/01/701-10U40/05/20

1340,/06/25-19L0/708/15

1639/10/23-1940/05/20

TTeY N0,

205.TD W5%42a

205, 1™ W58U42h

205,10 4534 2c

205.ID 4682~

205,10 WS84 2h-3

ROLL

1587

137

1587

1587

1587

53

1ST FRAME

4

1)

122

146



5L 205. INFANTERIE-DIVISION
CHONTENTS DATRS

Mucusingen areas, 30 Jan-15 May 1940, transfer to
Arlon, Lelgium, via Trier, 4Yerl, and Mamer,
Luxembourg, 16=-20 May 1940; and a list of officers dutv
assignmentsa
La, Lagebericbte zum XKTB. Reports concerninyg training, 1340/01/06-1540/702/16
construction of fortifications, and defensive
operations in the Freiburg and Breisach areas.
[a, Ic, IB. Activity reports of the operations hranch 1940/07/27-17341/02/G3
relating to movewent to the Karlsruhe, PRastatt,
Bad:n-paden, Heillronn, and Neckarsulm areas; Jranting
ot leave to €0 percent of the personnel to harvest
crops; trainina for the remainder of the division; and
Leorganization tor march preparedness in February 1941,
Activity report ot th=: intelligence branch councerning
troop entertainment and indoctrination.
[a, Anlagen zum TB. Orders, directives, reports, and 1940/08/07-1Su1/02/12
naps pertaining to quarctering of troops in the
Karlsruhe, Rastatt, Hcilbronn, Raden-Baden and
Heckarsulm areas; training; march preparedness; and
cecall of personnel on long leaves. 1Included are a
status report and an order-of-battle chart.

la, Anlage zum TE. Aushildungsplaene. 1940/08/01-1940 /7097130
Ta, Anlage zum TR. Ausbildungsplaenc. 1940/11/01-12480/7 12731
Ta, Anlage zum TR. §Fluqgzeugabhwehr. 1940/09/01-1940/10/31
la, KTB 3 mit Anlagen; Ic, TB. 9¥Yar journal and orders 1941/02/15-1941/03/31

pertaining to the transfer from Germany to
Saint-Nazaire, Nantes, Angers, and Chateaubriant to
reolieve the 290.ID, 21-28 Feb 1941, for coastal
defense; entraining and detraining surveys; a strength
Leport; and a reaister of officers. Activity report
of the intelligepnce branch concerning enemy air
operations, counterintelligence activity, and troop
entertainment, ard.-an intelligence report on the
military and political situation in France.
Ia, KIB 4 mit Anlaqen; Ic, TB. ¥ar journal concerning 1941/04/01-1941/06/30

ITPY 99,

205,00 5342

205,10 47426/1

205, Th Y7u426/?

205.TD W742¢6/3
205.TD 47426/4
205.TD R7426/95
205. 1D 11657

205.1n 12875/1

SOLL

15137

1587

1587

1587
1587
1538
1588

1588

1ST FRAME

17

42

457

556
787

4

136
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205. INFANTERIE-DIVISION

NTENTS DATES

coastal defense and training in the Saint-Nazaire,
Nantes, Chateaubriant, Vannes, Auray, Lorient, and
Pontivy areas; acti
branch regarding enemy air operations,
counterintelligence activity, and troop entertainment;
French propaganda leaflets; and reports on the attitude
and morale of the civilian population and on providing
for their needs.
Ia, Anlage zum KTB.
pertaining to coastal defense, combating of airbhorne
tLoops, map exercises, maneuvers, and enemy air
operations and acts of sabotage. Order-of-battle
charts and an afteraction critique relating to map

exercise,

Ia, KTB 5 mit Anlagen. War journal with orders and

4-5 Jun 1

vity report of the intelligence

Orders, maps, and reports 1941/04/01-1941/706/30

941.
1941/07/01-1942/701/10

directives pertaining to coastal defense, security of
rear areas, alerts
training in the Groix Island, Nantes, Vannes, Lorient,

Auray, Guer,
5 Jan 1942;

Jan 1942.

concernuing

Ia, K1B 6.

Daugavpils,

against enemy air landings, and

and Saint-Nazaire areas; telief by 305.1ID,
and transfer to the eastern front, 19-31

Activity report of the intelligence branch

enemy air operations and acts of sabotage,

counterintelligence activity, and troop entertainment;

order-of-battle charts; strength reports; and a

register of officers.

war journal pertaining to the relief by the 1941/12/22-1942/09/30
305.1ID, 28 Dbec 1941-5 Jan 1942; transfer to Vitebsk,

Russia via Troyes,
Frankturt an der Oder, Thorn (Torun), Kaunas, Vilna,

Saarburg, Wiesbaden, Kassel,

and Polotsk, 26 Jan-5 Feb 1942; and

defensive operations in the Velizh, Velikiye Luki, and
Demidov areas, and .
Activity report of
enemy operations,

activity,

tactical

the Western Dvina River sector.

the intelligence branch concerning
unit identification, partisan
situation, and troop entertainment;

ITEM YO.

205.1ID 1287572

205.TD 1413071

205.7TD 2474e/1

ROLL

1588

1588

55

1ST FRAME

184

233



56 205. INFANTEKRIE-DIVISIOY

CONTENTS

Lcgisters of officers; and casualty and strength
Ceports.

Ia, Anlagen 1-75 zur XTB 6. Orders, reports, maps, and
messages pertaining to the transfer from Vannes,
France, to Vitebsk, Rudnya, and Smolensk, Russia;
movement to the Surazh area and defensive operations in
the Western Dvina River sector near Surazh and Velizh;
1nstruction pamphlets concerning the tactical situation
on the eastern front; directives relating to conduct of
battle during winter; an afteraction report of Ik 353,
including casualty reports, 11-25 Feb 1942; special
supply directives; and intelligenc¢e bulletins.

Ia, 4nlagen 76-176 zum KTB 6. Orders, reports,
messages, maps, and overlays pertaining to defensive
operatiors, assault troop actions, security of supply
routes, and construction of strong points; a list of
ofticers duty assignments; strength reports; directives
relating to battle conduct during the thaw period; an
atteraction report concerning combat operations, 22 Mar
1yu2; special siqnal communications and reconnaissance
directives; and intelligence bulletins.

Ta, Anlagen 177-285 zum K1B 6. Orders, reports,
messages, 1nd maps pertaining to the counterattack in
t ue Kamenka forest near Velizh, 1-7 April, relief of
the 83.ID and taking over the Velizh sector, defensive
operations in the Western Dvina Piver sector, security
of roads in tho sSurazh and Vitebsk areas, training, and
reconnaissance; afteraction reports relating to a
Rus:sian breakthrouzh in the Inf.Btl. 550 sector, 10
April, and a Russian attack in the Velizh sector, 29
april; special supply and signal communications
directives; and intelligence hulletins.

Ia, Anlagen 1-120 zum XTB 6. Orders, directives,
roports, mes<ages, and maps pertaining to defensive and
asisault troop operations, counterattacks, construction

DATZES

1942/01/12-1242/02/728

1962/03/01-1942/04/01

1942/04/01-16042/05/01

1942/004/25-1942 /06701

[T ND.

205.ID 2u746/2

o
(o]
N
e
-
—

y 24746 /3

205.TD 24746 /74

206,TD 24746 /5

"ILL

1599

15R9

1589

1sT

FRAME

3133

R74



of detfersive
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205, INFANTERIE-DIVLISION

TWNTS

positions and strong pouinrts, traininy in

tue western Dvina River scctor, and security of road:s
i the Vitebsk, Sura
concerning reconnoissance results and partisan

activi
ka, anla
Ne255a4

tioop overations,

ties
qen
s,

s and inte

zh, and Yelizh areas; reports

l1ligence bnllotins,

121-250 zum KT b, Orilers, reports,
inil raps nertaining to defensive and assaule

counterattachs, arti
an:d training in the area cast of the Restern
d security of roads in the Sarazh aad

pacrtis
Jvina
Volizh

dls,
Five
Al e

r 1n

15

interroagation
[a, ialayen

snecia
sumnmar

Leconniissince results,

llery activity, operations against

1 supply directives; an
y: arnd intelliagense hulletins.

251-44,. 7zur ®TH5 be Orders, reports, and
maps3 pertaining to t
bDemidov areas,
arttillery activity,
positions,

he encirclewent in the Velizh and

24 Jul-5 Aug 1942; defensive operations,

constructior ot defensive

operations against partisans, and tciining

in the Surazh

tae Vitelbsk,

and Velizh areas: security or roads in

surazh,

tor and ¢ xecutionr of

a1 hatucon +h
JaR Detdeen 1h

07 83.T0 in
sopteaber).

attack
suagust

e lefe
e letft

the Veli
A{teraction reports concerning RussiAan

and Velizh areas; and preparations
nternehmen Rotwild (closing the
wing of 205.ID and the right wing
zh and Surazh areas, 24-25

and Cerwap counterattack in I2 3SR sector, 19-20
: intelliagencn repbdbrts on enemy military

si1tuaatior and

sullet

1a, wib

inhs H

9

and

s Ic, r

vartisan activity: intelligence
1 translation of an order of the
Peoplet's Comnmissariat for Defense, 28 Jul 1942,

Ye wAa

r journil corcerninqg detensive

and assault troop operations against partisans in the
ard velizh ar
Yevel tor rehabilitation, 1-4 Jan 1943, offensive

operations to free the occupation force in Velikive

Surazh

Luk,

=22

JAan

1943,

cas, 1 0Oct=-31 Dec 1942, movement to

disenqgaqgenent movemonts and

1962/06/61-1¢U42 /707727

1942/07/28-1442 /G730

1942/10/01-1563 /703731

Tros 90,

208,70

205, 7Th

MM TR /A

24746 77

35611/1

"ILL

1590

1590

Rl

233



58 205. INFANTZKIE-DIVISION

CONTENTS CATES ITEY ¥O. ROLL 1ST FRAME

construction and cccupation of fortified positions

between Nevel and Velikiye Luki, movement to and

defensive engagements in the Novosokolniki area, 28

Jan-27 Feb 1943, relief by 291.ID and movement to the

area northwest of Nevel as army reserve, 28 Feb-6 Mar

1943, and relief of 8.PzD and movement to and defensive

operations in the area northeast of Novosokolniki, 7-31

Mar 1943. Activity report of the intelligence branch

concerning enemy operations, unit identification and

strenqgth, and air and artillery activities. ’ :

lIa, Anlagen zum KTE 7. Orders, directives, reports, 1943/01/22-1943/03/31 205.IN 36611/2a 1591 1
messages and maps pertaining to construction of
fortified positions, movement to and defensive
engagements in the Novosokolniki area, and trairing.
Afteraction critiques relating to the battles southwest
of Velikiye Luki and defense of PzAOX 3 against a major
Kussian attack, dated respectively 24 Jan 1943 and 5
Feb 1943; wmilitary-geological studies pertaining to the
division sector: notes on command conferences: and
interrogation summary and intelligence bulletins.

Ia, Anlagen zum XTB 7. Orders, reports, messages, 1942/11/25-1963/701/22 205.ID 36611/2b 1592 1
maps, and overlays pertaining to defensive operatioas,
construction of strong points and support positions,
rejrouping, reorganizdation as a two-regiment division,
operations against partisans and airborre landing, and
training in the Velizh area, 26 Nov-31 Dec 1942;
movement to the Nevel area for rehabilitation;
otfensive engagements in the Velikiye Luki area; and
movements to and construction of fortified positions
between Nevel and Velikiye Luki. Strength and
casualty reports, order-of-battle charts, special
supply directives, notes on command conferences, an
afteraction report on the assignment of Abteiluny
srandenburg, 11-15 January, and 1intelligence
bulletins.



205, TNFANTERIE-DIVISION . 59
CONTENTS DATTS TTHM VO, ROLL 1ST FRAME

Ia, Anlagen zum KTB 7. Orders, reports, messages, and 1942/10/701-19642/11/2F 205.TD 36611/2c 1593 1
maps pertaining to defensive and assault troop
operations, artillery activity, construction of winter
positions and antitank defense, laying of minefielis,
operations against partisans, orgarization and missions
of alert units, occupation of rear strouq points,
assignment of Grugt 555 to 205.ID, and triining in the
surazh and Velizh area; afteraction critique relating
to detensive battles of PzAOX 3, RBug-Sep 1942; and
intelligence bulletins.
la, K1B 8; Ic, TB. War journal concerning position 1943/04/01-1983/06/30 205.1D 3673 1/1 1593 u23
detense, assault troop action, and operationns against
partisans in the Velikiye Luki and Novosokolniki areas.
Activity report of the intelligence branch pertaining
to enemy operations, unit identifications, artillery
activity, partisan situation, losses, and training in
chewical wartare, German propaganda, recruiting of
auxiliary forces, and tronop entertainment.
Interrogation summaries and intelligence bulletins.
Ia, Anlagen zum KTB 8. Orders, directives, reports, 1743/04/01-1943/06/29 205.1In 36731/2 1593 552
messages, and overlays pertaining to position defaense,
assault troop action, operations against partisans,
artillery activity, saving on ammunition, constructiocn
of defensive positions, and training in the area
northwest of Novosokolniki, and preparations for and
execution of Unternehmen Fruehjahrbestellunag
(operations 3gainst partisans in the Kudever area,
14-25 April), and intelligence hulletins,
11, K1B; Ic, TB. dar journal concerning defensive aad 1943/07/01-1943/712/31 205.1I0 4523571 1593 1022
assault troop operations and counterattacks in the area
northeast of Novosokolniki; activity report of thes
intelligence branch pertaining to enemy ogperations,
lovses, unit identification, artillery activity,
partisan situation, and troop entertainment; and a
register of officers.



60 205. INFANTERIE-DIVISTON

CONTENTS DATFS ITEAN NO. ROLL  1ST PRAME

Ia, Anlagen zum KTZ. Orders, reports, and overlays 1943/C7/701-14083/712/31 205,10 415235 /2 1593 1437
pertaining to defensive and assault troop operatioans,

counterattacks, construction and occupation of

defensive positicns, alert r=adiness, winter

preparations, and training. Order-of-battle charts, a

status report, special supply directives, afteraction

critigues relating to fire-control raneuvers anrd the

penetration of Nevel in Deceaber, and an intelligernce

bulletin.





