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reorpanlizetion for Service i1in Africa, ena Trernsport t2 Nortr
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Speclal Artillery Heedquarters 104, locatec

1in the northern n»néeri the basgtern front, received orders to withdrew in

¢ )

order to be trensferred to the jurisdiction of the BERLIN Replacement Aree

heaedquerters. There the unit was to undergo change personnel and eguip-
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ment thet would prepare it f service in North 3 the artillery com-

the comender was
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SURG the

Artillery, and was
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of'f'icer
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of time; it would have been impossible to form such a platcon before the
errd of October. A chemilcal cofficer wes attached tc the headquarters. At
the end of Septembter the four-day rail journey to NAPLES took place. From
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there the hesdquerters proceseded by overland merch to CATANIA by orders of

the Commending Gererel in Italy, issued unon the urging of Panzer Group and
Artillery Commsnder 10L4e. In CaTalNIA the headquarters was split. A day or so
leter, an advence detachment consisting of the commanding off'icer, the G=3,
two administretive off'icers, the chemical officer, #¢nd a few clerks and
dref'tsmen (without any vehicles} b.arded a transport plane s£nd flew via
TRIPOLI to BLINGASI, and from there, by the snortest rocute, to DERNa. From
DLRNA they were driven to the command post of Panzer Group Africe (Casa neer
CaliBUT) o
Ihe rest of the staff, together with ell of the vehicles and equipment,
embarked in a port in northern Sicily a few weeks later, Ninety nautical
miles north TR1POLI he vessel wag attacked by British torpedo bombers,
letere The entirs equipment wes lost,
themselves rneither with the fete cf
prio leter were fished out of the water
loste (Concerning this
lst Lt. Hald, will follow later;

compilation of thet report.)
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Cciidition of the German nrtilleq, and 1ts Activity prior to the
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Beginning of the Autumn Battle
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1, Order of Battle
Uporn his arrival, Artillery Commander 10, wes given inmediete com=-
mand of all GHQ artillery then in North Africe; it consisted of the following

units:

one artillery regimental hesdquarters (special nurpose)
(Colenel Fuergbuth)

one battalion (three hatteries) of 105-mm, guns (renge: 18 km,)
orne battalion (two batteries) of 210-mm. howitzers, 2d Bn,
116th Artillery Regiment (range: 14 km.)
(the 5d Battery was still in Italy, It was torpedoed durling
the crossing)
two battalions of army coest artillery, each with three batteries
of French 150=-rm. guns (range: epproximetely 1€ km,)
the obgservation battery ol the 15th Panzer Divisione
The artillery batteli.ons were cornmitted on the eastern aund southern frouts
(see sketch); the 165th Panzer Observetion Bettery performed survey functions
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on the southeestern fronte.

Artillery Commender 104, wes immediately subordincte to the Commanding

Genersl of Panzer Group africe.,
For vracticel purposes, Artillery Commancder 10/ also exercised
contrcl over the conmaepcer of the lItallan siege artillery, Brigadier General

Nicolini, who conmanded the artillery of' the Italien encirclement divisionse.

MY .

'ne Italisan ;“?':{F}CEEE were r“(tfjilj; LJLSClef&', and hed an insufficient Farnfe.
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y of the three German divisions (15th and 2lst Panzer

Divisions, 90th Light Division, wes located in the respective divisicun xureas

(see sketch).
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Strength:

15th Panzer Division: one regimental headquarters (two light battalions,

one heavy bettelion)

{

2lst Panzer Division: one regimental heedquerters (one light battalion,
possiblv another unit)
Y0th Light Division: not known
pmmuni tion Supply
There were 1 to 1 1/2 basic loeds on hand per battery. DBy the
employment of ell treins end of the unit combat vehicles, this supply hed
been lncreaesed to between '5 an basic loaeds by the begilnning of the sautumn
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following units were en 11 and arrived in time to participate

in the battle:

Germen ertillery: one light observetion battalion

one battalion of army coast artillery (Frerch
\

LH=mm. puns)

one battery of 170-mm. guns (range: 30 km,)

i

In additior hé meterlal of two bs
French 150=-mm, howitzers (kimeilho)} came from
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90th Light Division) from the soutlieast will be prepared, supported, and
eccomperied by artillery; plan the extensive use of smoke for decention on
another fron%. The westerr front wes origine!ly contemplated for that
deceptive maneuver, which was to be the special task of the chemicel officer,
That plan, however, was abandoried hecause of the transportetion difficulties
invelved in bringing up the equipment.,

the basls ¢f I'ac 0] _1...:_3_';,_:5;51_1. g =- W ich because of visibility

conditions (cleer visibility only for a short time immedistely after sunrise

end bef'ore sunset) reqguired & long time (about two weeks) == the following

- .
-

artillery plan wes leid before the Conmending Generel out mild=uctober

. \&pproximat

Pestruction of instealletions €3 to 71 with
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8 from orne howlitzer pver 1installation
(r11ne howlitzers were tg¢

Secondsry purpose: siiang e concrete
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Uther Coutinue tion of CL'm.i.ex"thte:ry and
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medium artillery harassing f'ire,
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After H plus 30 minutes The mobile heevy howitzer battalion and the

106=-mm, gun battalion vere attached vo the
Af'rica Corps for tne follow=upe The rest of
the artillery, according to range, was to
neutralize enemy positions thet ccntinued
to offer resistance,
In addition, numerous heavy attacks by Stukes were to be made f'rom
noslitions and ortjectives in the area of attack,
Objectlions 1in view of the
ory preperationd),
tne Africa Corps,
Genoral der Panzertruppen Lruewell, alsc vo Opr 08 ] .0 the 3=hour

artillery preparatioa,

hand, pointed

use t! eme
sized thet no increacsed

) was screduled for

enemyv resorves




Execution of the Plan
On the basis of the approved ertillery plan, the light observation

bettalion, which hed arrived in the meentime, was committed and cherged with

the execution of the necessary survey and artillery reconnaissance, By

mid-November, artillery reconnaissance revealed in the fortress & probable

maximun strength of €0 to 80 pieces over 75=-mm. Additicnal edvanced positions

'

were recomnnoliltered and improved for the l0b=-mm. pgun battalion, snd {'or the

army coast artillery which was 1n position farther souths

'he newly arrived (beginning of November) ermy coaest artillery
pettallion and l/U=-mm, gun battery were pleced 1in the northeastern sector ol
the encirclement, so thet they might be ef'ffective also agalnst sea tarpets.

twO rrench oatteries f'rom TUNIS errived in FEL ADEM bef'ore

the svutumn battle,

.

medium and heavy bettalions were treined in their missions bv

0

terraln studles, «nd fire=clrection exercises, The

4

"TwWea ak A 17 } 1 - I L | - -~ - 2 . T L
veas moved to BLL HANMED at the berinning of

I.f'fj l.l *’.‘T'y
[TUMe rous bHree KAaowris «

thrown to-




smmunition distribution wes eccomplished by mid-November. Activi-
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ties were limited to harmgsing fire, aimed principelily at the harbcer area,

and fire on targets of opportunity. In edditlon, the GHQ aertillery par-

ticipated in the redvection ¢f two smsll British edveanced positions (EIR BU

the tirhtening of the rineg arom TORRUCH et certaln points,

ry purpese ol iﬂuj-l"-. vim._ E-L‘ISSiUi'l"IT'iGS f'or

unnosed to beein on 21 Novembere. The

assault units were ready to occupy their jump=-of'f' positions. The details

are no longer familliar tc
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