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nighway and wars approashing Fourth Amy Headquartars,

4]l mvallabla forees were rounded up in order to

press moteor nighway, 1, too, had to contribute to this operatd

by furnishing a polies ecompany., Yet, in spite of some sucosssfu
astions, the permanent tnreat to the express motar highway and
erations ramained, Amy )leadquarters withdrew te SPAS
natant perdl of partisan attacks
“Gaas to either the expraass m
ars was trapped for all pra¢
qupply and Administration witl
& ROSIAVL ., My staff and
pacause I wantad to
The sourae of
WAS maroonsd amidst
L08% a good desl of time

a route e KIROV waa by way
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MS #D-054

meturnl protestiom by bodies of water., I ascribed particular impore

tames %e this tom and feit that it had to be held, This objeat iy
sgeuld enly be attained with a competent commander and artillery ral
forcements, yet contast by telsphone eould not be established

the rest of the ecnstrusction company in reserve at the KIROV station
and ordered Celenel Stahel te assume semmard in XIROV at OBOU the
Rext moeraing. 1 wanted to leave him there right on the spet, but
insisted on parsgonally bresking in his deputy at the airfielid,

AT the T |y satation and in its lmmediate viginlty
on of figes with persenmel, aside from en,

w hends, They all were to particlpate in

Burning bad ceal and
vssible opening, our old Russien
art with several oepen fraight
e *1anasportaed te the axpraass mo
¢ firepman suspeat ha A AVIAMm Y
of -way, With mac!
piBaas next to
‘ore reaashing
4 grade,
halt Im erder te gat
sut wnen J tolid

‘oLgh & Russiarn

elimbed the grade,




From then ap ave {”j"‘

'he alrfield was attacked tl
before KIROV was lost, Measures weres takes
the rallread parsemmel., DBefere laav

1yment could not be moved.

of KIROV withdrew

dy taken the tewn, The ha:

¢
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Te the north, there also was a big gap of approximately 20 km,
it was an alnost imposeible situation, Our fighting strength am:
te 200 Landssschuetzen sad 100 engineer construction troops. The weal

police battellon was needed elsewhere, Had the Russiasns continued

thelr sdvance, they would have thrust into the e¢haos that was RUGIAVL

and would thus have clesed the exprese motor highway, But the Russiasns
did not stir and remained in KIROV, I was assigned a secondary
Leh charged me with assuning commard ever the blg (O-tew 50 km,

troops at my dispesal were the 300 mean ment!

Commandant of KOSLAVL
the alrfield north ef KIRUV, where Celenel Staht
nad heem surroundesd, Fourth Army Headquarters remained ot SFA

in® Arny-& . Lgh g, cuwrving bagk from the alrfield 1n the diracti

formed a front teward the s«

1ished with the right wing
Al Kumme, nor with
left wing of
langernsnn. Lr]ankamp, Hewsve:
aft wing
BRYANSK ORIHE ONIK IDAEGRAD te WilZDRA and
PY &ll. 8CCOURTS were 1'_3;;4-,{,; DY the ;Airi‘.l:’sanﬁ |

vions with the right wing of Fourth Army .Led via

Telscomnmunicatien” Helwean ROSIAVL and tne COF of
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groumds ne requisite forces., In an estimate

.I*l:-fi'

rhe altuation, wnleh 1| submitted to Army Headquarters, 1 vivic

describsi the dar zers whieh would result from an advance of the

el L'A

Soviets upom RO Un the eaxpress motor highway to SMOLENSK

\ J.H.HJ.-'

theres were uc obstacles whatsoever to stop the Ruszians, 6 and

the drivers of the motor sonvoys.
Aside from the forees a
ute puarded a PW camp holding

¥ 1"‘11:; :[": r .b--ih* f 1’ "'j ﬂ:

ny astimate
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sostions, fiscal and administrative offices, medical amd veterinary

unita, signal units; convoy formations, field hospitals, amd canteens

in other words, every type of imstallation that had no businessz at the
front == were located im RUOSIAVL, large mctor-vehicle amd other kinds
repalr shops weare operating im this town.

ROSLAVL was & trangit station for all traffie moving to and from
tha front, The towm sonmamdant was an old solomel;, who was cdirectly
responsibla to Fourth &rmy, The PW camp was umder the g¢ontrol of

W ULENSK ¢ The towmn commardant was sssisted
was 80 overworked that its adminisirs
nletealy out of gear., All maim thoroughfares
ovared with desp snow and we

onvoy formationsg left

resulted in

L8agresable s1TUA®
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By order of the Fuehrer, the general staff officer assigned as
the secondary duty of town commamdant of ROSIAVL, where I was to take
up quarters immediately. The town was to be ovacuated, since large-
scale troop movemente were tu be routed through ROSIAVL ir the spring,
Prowision wag t0 be made ror the evacuation of the population, Regpon-
sibility for the future defense of ROSIAVL was to rest with me, and I
was to take all requisite measures.

At this time, ROSIAVL also became the seat of a high-level raile
road and transport authority. The SMOLENSK - RUSIATVL ral lroad was to
be put in%to full operation, The firet hospital trains were to depart
in a few dayeg, Provigion hed been made for evacuating the woumded

¥

first to KRICHEV, and them south to UNECHA on the malin railrosd linse

/from BRYANSK to GOMEL

spldemic plagued the PN camp, 1 requested its
evacuation and offered STUDOLYSHCHE and VASKOVO, two t.owms norih of
ROSEAV]I, as temporery csmp sites, 1 also asked for the early transfer
of' the FW's to the 721, For the PR's who were to be smployed as labox
in ROSTAVE, 1 requested additional rations and supplies, ALl these
requests were

Thug, I asssimed imnediate command over ROSIAV. o

police detachmente 1 raffic control duties. Parking lots were sat
up and vehicles were no longer allowed to park in the streets., Onow
was removed from the atreets until they looked iike cily streets,

Traffic flowed freely, I requested angineers and had them hiag® graves

in the ground; then the dead were removed from the hosplta. and burisd,
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ME #D-054

sovm people, PW's, and all our troops participated in thie task,
which metted them extra rations, I did not evacuate the popula.
tion, because it was not the sort of thing one would do during the
cold season, I preferred to see the people take charge of their
hcmes and keep them in order,

Adninistrative offices that were not needed im ROSIAVL were
moved to the rear and into the nearest villages., Adjacent armies
sither had to com® and get whatever canteen merchandise -- mainly
liquor and frozem wine they had at an earlier time stored in large
darracks, or e.se see those items sold at aus:ion., All divisions had
to call for their Christmas packages, even if it meant the expendl
ture of gasociine. Olince there were no animals to be slaugitsred, the
butehers <« and also part of the bakers - were put to work on fortifl
sations outslde the ¢lty, Woodeutting details with sisds were sent
into the forests;, and returned with wood for the heating of the bil
Lets., The avacuation of the wounded progressed San f_g,f‘gf}t,{;;fﬂ_“j_;yj

6 was staffed with new personnel, Town maps and
orient, themselves,

Soad order was sstablished and sufficient gue

barracks alone. 1 was able t0o accanmodate
Lers, The roadg were repaired and imprcved
and mads it availlable to the community for religious services
omse more presented a8 pleasant APPSATANGS .

At first I lived at the aity's ocuter edge, in modest gnarters

. became well acquainted with bedbugs and rata, After ccde:




H:‘-}‘ #IL V&)

agtablishac . |

the trafflie sontro

Theare were
be taken care
she_ . ter during
on the town

in the W AN

Sreats

-.}-

1 taff

into the police stat:

the main thoroughfares,

jame

All requests for

ters were ruoated and pre

was only Jater that

men, most
now ample space

D& routec

e came

O

4‘!

-

-- J - P
T.lam; 8 LK

RSIAVYL woa

oug!




M5 #D-0D54

The &ttempted Attack on KIROV

Finally, Armmy Group took an interest in the closing of the gap and
assigned this operation to Second Panzer Amy and Fourth Army., I was
asked how much manpower I could muster, This manpower consisted of my
350 men in tne line 1 could also rake two police companies temporarily
avallable as well as some butchers, bakers, and mall cierks., The lat
tar psrsonnel_ however were rather old men: the young men were at

This was no* an attack force, Out in the open I picked up

tzer minug sights., Just the same, 1 had it m

\\
arrived, yet my men were not Bavarians Austrians ‘

new nothing about skiing, and o:d me
r'eQver, reason Lo worr
atrols only to fall easy prey
m their early youth,
the 4th Panzer Division train
r'ead an additional foree
SRYANSK highway, this personnel moved
HAINICHI ., Fram there it
as to push forward int
Corps Stumme, Already
was doomed to fallure During the day, the small for
part.isan ambush. and its leadsr was wounded, The tral
wally fought thelir way forward, but the gap remalnsa

stunme was simi larly unabl 0 make any headwa)
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In March I left on a two-week leave, for which I availed &
of an opportunity to fly both ways. I was granted this leave only
on condition that 1 would promise to return to my post,

In April the snow began to thaw, The e&xpress motor highway be
came sS0ggy and gave way in numercus places. Road conditions became

worse from day to day, although there was a sufficlient number of road
construetion gangs. Trucks were abandoned on the motor express high

way. and the few available wreckers were on the road day and night,

There was, incidentally, a critical shortage of wruckers,

The beautiful, clear; and cold winter of Central Russia wgs ) sow
ing to an end, Since February it had by no means been unbearable with
.18 severs sold, diminishing snowfalls, blue skies 6K and sunshine
svacything sank into the mire and was literally plastered with mud. A&
the same time. we worried increasingly about Russian attacks B
antitank obstacles was tc be constructed as early as April, For
>f this project, 1 was assigned the southern part of the gector
the BOLVA River (betwean SPAS-DEMENSK and KIROV), When I
with my laborers, the river was at such a high stage that we
think of constructing any field fortificatioms, Dripping mud
without having accomplished our objeetive,

During the last days of April, 1l received a telepnone order
on 30 April tc Fuehrer Headquarters near RASTENBURG for the purpose
sssuming & new adninistrative misslon, A seat was 1tO have bDesn rezervwl
for 30 April on the SMOLENSK - LOETZEN courier plane, Thue

from RUSIAVL: In some places on the expreass motor nhighway
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car wnich took m oM OLENGS] d 1o be pulled by prime
caus® there was no longer a possibllity of gettlng through

means, At the time of my departure, the mayor of ROSIAVL had presen

me with » li:ﬂplﬁ 100 and -i;'f.‘rﬂ'tfe_}fﬁd t0o ma the F&ti.f‘:ltif“ O f

r

In SMOLENSK 1 took lmsave from Field Marshal won Kluge. whonm

with the neceassity of doing somathing about the gap at KIRDV.
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M5 #D-0D54
to the winter and was in its present condition no longer capable of
participating in a summer offensive. Yet, for rehabilitating this

army nelither men nor materiel were available.

Carrying the offensive into the Russian winter had been a serious

mistake on the part of the Fuehrer, Providence;, to use his words, had

falled him griewvously, The head of a state must stand on the firm ground
of reality and face the facts, That is Providenee, One of the most se-
rious shorteamings of any man in a position of leadership is to have a
preconcelved cpinion and to persist in it, What Dr, Goebbels had so
nighly touted as the Fuehrer‘s boundless wisdom;, had proved to be a com
piete flop and led to total barnruptey. The Commander in Chief must be a
‘msaional soldier and must navo confidenee in his generals and his gen
ralL staff, If a nonprofessional believes in his superior judgment, the
agult is di »ttantism; if he imposes his deecisions and actions with bruts
foree.  the result 1s despotism, Dilettantism coupled with despotism was
ur downfall,
All soldiers at the Eastern Front, who had stuck it outl for any
ngth of time, received a remedy that cured all woes 8 red ribbor
with 8 white stripe, commenly known as the snowflaka,
This anowflake enjoyed great popularity and was very much in !

smong the many soldiers who returned to Germany on furlough,

signed: wvon Unruh
Lisutenant Genersl /Genera!l e
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