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HORSE DISEASES DURING THE EASTERN CAMPAIGR (1Ll - 19L5)
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Ever though this disease wes localized, 1t eppeared 1n dilstricts where the

carriers of the disease, certa.n types of ticks, hed their locel habitat -~

nevertheless in some ilnstences it caused considereble losses among the horses which

were ajfected. n matter of f'act, casualtles were y 3 f'ar hligher, than

for instance in Rumania in VWorld Wer I. On the r hand, contrery to exnecta-

tions, contagious pneumonie appeared rarely, d then only in a very mild form;
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larger units or even plenned military operations were endangered. Among the

meesures for preventing and combetting epldemics the following are mentioned

as particulerly vitel: Aveilabllity of a sufficient aumber of unit veterinary

1

of'f'icers; regular heslth supervision of horses 1in units without en assigned

veterinery officer; instruction of troops concerning the most important diseeses,

including recognition, prevention, end initial treatment; information regarding
the extent of animel epldemics; repld disseminetion of inf'ormetion about animal
epidemics; employment of supervisory persornel famlillier with horses; as few

personrnel chenges es possible; eaveilebility of diegnostic aids (such as mallein

|

for glenders) and medicines for prompt trestment (Sulpholiquid, etc., for mange,

\

f'or ;iroplesmosis end other diseases); veterlnery hospitel in-
to give rapld &nd effective aid; ¢ simplifiied remount system.

No animel epidemics worthy of mention occurred among the enimels belonging to
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the civilian population. There wer~ no reports of wide=-spreed epidemlics of hoof

annd mouth disease, salmonellosis |hop cholera ], or rebies.

[ypes of Conteglous lliseeses

L}
R I T e T T O R — —— & e ol il—

Mar ge
hs mentioned previously, the most importent diseasce, menge at the outset
occurred initially during the winter 19,4l-42 ~- a8t first only on a small sceale.

Il the beplinning, Dermetocoptes preves iled in a mild form. However, it soon pave
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way to the more severe type of mange, sarcoptes (itch mites), which beceme the
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prevalent form durlng the f'ollowing years.
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In many units during the summer of 19,2 there wes s notable decline,

f‘rerr'&:;fl\,f ever fj_rm.}wlr?*u ghsence of meree, However, by continulng to use
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In the course of time 1t became eapperent thet, in sddition to the geas chambers

L -

in the army veterinary hospital, every division should be provided with at least

one =-=- more during wide-spread epldemics =-=- porteble pgas chamber which could be
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set up at different points in the division area when a division was committed
elong e wide front or in roaedless terresin. ' there 18 suffliclent time, perma-
nent gas chambers may also be constructed without great difficulty, particulerly
et the hosplital fecilitlies of the veterinery compeny.

h constent f'low of supply of gas cvlinders filled with sulphurous acid was
esscntial so that sick horses could be treeted without interruption. By 1nstel-

1

letion of simnle con. uriits it we |80 pessi o burr sulvhur in the

ras chambers. Conseqguently, 1 s advisable to maintaln s Stlﬂ)l‘z' o1

neriods when the shipment of cylinders
be continued by burrning sulphur, until
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one case of this disease.
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For general protection sgainst either letent or unrecognized cases, the
periodic ophthalmic mellein end blood tests of ell horses (once or twice &
year, depending upon the denger of infection) proved to be verticulerly satis-
factory end necessary. Veterinery blood testing stetions should be readily
accessible.

In view of the smeil number of cases 1t mey be essumed that glanders wes
largely brought under control in Kussia during the period before the war; thus
the danger of epidemics had been reduced considerably.

C . Piroplasmosis

Piroplasmosis was & horse diseasse with which we hed elreedy become familar
during Viorld Vier I in the southeast, prrticularly in Kurenia; but it hed occurred
only sporadicelly end received minor consideration. In the interior of Russis,
however, the Germen Army ercountered large, fairly well-def'ined areas, where
piroplesmosis wes indigenous and regpulerly took its toll. Experiences gained by
the Russinns showed that horses recently brought into these areas beceme afflicted

immull ty These piroplesmosis districts were
were most favorable for the carriers of the
K8 o

veterinery publlicatlons ] ) freas under discussion

oceurs twice a8 vear in confformaince with he lif'e cvcle of the
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symptoms in E:rihp pe 3¢ het reeson the disease is £lsoO

called Mey sickness =-- and then once agaln in a2 much milder form in autumn.
hctuelly, there were many severe cases of the disease emornp Germen horses coming

into these inf'ected eareas in spring end milder cases in fell. They cesused not

y lerge numbers of casuslt] os8 of time as well, since the
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convelescent period following & severe case of piroplesmosis lasts for months.
Further, deaths among sick enimels occurred especiall when horses continued
working during the early stage of the diseese, which is characterized only by
fever end consequently easily overlooked. If such horses recuperate at ell,

convalescence tekes a long time. In order to diegnose the disease in its initial

stage, it was therefore absolutely necessary in such districts to teke the horses'

temperature daily before putting them to work.
l.s for treetment of horses, a new medicament, Acaprin, wes of greet benefit

if used at the very beginning of the illress. In eddition, medicines employed by

the Russiens such as Trypaflevin end Trypenblue showed rood results.

i ——— A g

It should be noted that the Kussians elso employ prophylactic treatment which
1s timed in eccordence with the ticks' cycle of development and consists of two
intravenous injections of trypanblue in the spring, et an intervel of several
weeks, to prevent hermful ection by the epent of the disease, the piroplesma.

This prophylactic treatment proved very satisfectory in experiments with German

Army horses. Since during the war not ell exposed horses could be treated, no

conclusive opinion carn be given as the effectiveress of this treatment.

In order to minimize the cusuelties cauvsed by these epidemics as much as
possible, the following messures proved effective: If possible, only motorized
units should be committed in arees where piroplesmosis preveils. WVWhere that is
not practicable, horse-drawn divisions should not be shifted since fresh horses
will contract the disease in & more severe form. [furthermore, in piroplesmosis-
infected ereas horses are to be employed only on the roeds if at e2l]l possible,

It is possible

end not off the roeds in underbrush which i1s infested with ticks.

to detect the early stages of the diseese by teking the temperature every morning,
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and to isoleate afflicted horses. Provisions should always be made for having the

necessary drugs eveilable for irmidiete treatment, end f'or moving np sdditional

supplies in emple gquantities. Following the sickness the horses should be pgiven

suf'ficient time for corvelescence.

D. Contegious Pneumonie

A8 hes been mentioned briefly, the climste, etc., of the interior of Russia

ll_.l

seemed to prevent the coccurrence of contagious pneumonie on & large scele;
nevertheless, this disease was observed in cornection with verioug related
contagious diseases, es for instance colt distemper |strerngles], especially
among horses 1in remount depots; cases renged from light to severe. Moreover,
af'ter-effects and convelescence meant that the horses could not be used for a

considerable period.

No speciel experiences were galned with regerd to this disease.
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Other Lpidemics

There were no cases of contagious enemie, plenropnewmonie, erysipeles,

anthrex, etc and 1t 1s therefore

rables, dourine, infectious lymphangitis, e

Sy

not necessery to go into deteils.,
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