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Crossing of the Kerch Straits by the L6th Infantry Division from the

Crimea to the Taman Peninsula on 1 and 2 rfvep_tf!r“h“? 100:2 ,

. e

Part l. N:\'-FQi(_m! nstimate of the Situation, and Decision.

& o Miseion.

The kerch Peninsule was seized by German units about 25 May i, ud,
Sevastopol fell on 1 July 1942, and the battle for the Crimnea ended in a

LOory on ,_. J!l],:’ ]G,?-

early as July 1942, XLII Corps had been ordered to prepare two
to cross from the Crimea to the Taman Peninsula. The situe
ation on the Kerch Peninsula was as follows: IXII Corps with its command

post at Novaya Mikhavlovka, protected the coast line along the Black Sea

from Feodogiya to Kerch, and continuing along the coast of the Sea of Azov

the Gulf of Sivashe For thi Syl | IXII Cormps had available tle
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irigadier General Haccins, was an aggressive and energetic officer, He was
killed in action in the Caucasus in the spring of 1943 and buried at Kerch.,

[ L]

Weak enemy elements still held out in the stone quarries of Adzhime=l'shkayve

¥

(north of }'fr’*‘r‘f‘h} and their annihilation was only a matter of time. Flsewhere

the front was completely quiet. Air activity was very limited on both sides.
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when the »rder arrived to prepare for the crossing, the Caucasus

offensive of Army (iroup Iu, under Field Marshal List had been in progress for
several weekse At that time ancing from Rostov toward
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The

defile between Peresyp' and Temryuk, which was protected by
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northwest of Temmuk was not observed and the cordition of
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unknown, This defile had to be hlocked in order
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