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'ne previously customary method of sttacking in a wide-angle wedgee
the sharp wedge. JThrough the uvuse of an
assault=team type of attack, galns could De made wlth the legst
number of losses,

I'nls fact 1lmplled changes 1ln tralnlng and armamnent. 1ore
emphasls had to be placed on the maln effort. The formation of the

mailn effort by the use of strong flrepower and reserves had been

'l 4 ] ik

a common practlce before. The frugal employment of men was new,

It followed that firepower had to be increased. The fire potentlal

of the l1lnfantry

1

neavy wegpons units was 1lncreased through additional
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medlum and heavy mortars, infantry howitzers, and AT guns. The
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a successful attack was to Dbe OHLdT“lJ expanded.

A —— - e e R . -

In an attack wilth a . ed objective 1t was necessary to

& promptest preparatlion for aefense. Heavy weapons and

artillery had to keep 1n constant touch with the froant line,

39 of position had to be effected by echelon with the

guns accompanlied the attacklng troops, and some

L

caqy for action at all times. Only unaer thesr

-10Nns could an attack achleve success and be contlinued.

1

ack was led by tanks, 1t was lmperatlve that contact
tanks be malntalned. JLTransport equlovment nad to be
19sembled beforehand 1ln order to be ready for the moment
tempo mounted, It proved advisable to place the armored
together with the tanks 1ln a task force under unifled command,
a

A full recognition and employment of fire and movement was the

cardinal princlple both on the battle-{ield and 1n tralning.
cardinal maxim had to be: "No fire without movement and no
movement without fire!"”

ouperlior mental aglllty plus the 1lmproved training produced
Juccesses time after time agalnst the numerically superior foe.
I1II. Russlan Attack, German Defense

A, Gel

based on Russlan attack methods could

pé collected 1ln the winte  1941-42, and further experiences

after the fall ¢ 4 i o Yy methods toolr two forms

mass attack,
infiltration.
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Mass attack was a result ol
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It was desizsned to roll over the

was carried out with heavy concentrations of men formed 1nto as

many as seven wavers Lhis method could be opposed only by the

L T

superlor bravery of the German soldler and the exlbllity nf the

!

erman pbattle commanc I'he imposslible was accompllshed, and the

-

despite overwhelming enemy forces and in the presence

=

cold to which he was not accustomed, remalned victorlious,
nethod of attack was developed becau | the tre-

e area ard because of the fallure of mass attacle.
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'@ explolted for the purpose of dlspatchlng

they harasscd
rear
| Lxperiences
r the terrible, unwcnted cold produced

the followling p

At Che advent oI fro: he German front was partly stlll
movement and not yet prepared for defense, The | 1='rozen ground
and the heavy snowfalls prevented a systematic construction of
defense poslitions, Under cover of the wstorms and of the

reather, the first Russlan waves, c¢ In whlte camouflag
coats, apprcached unseen close to the German poslitions., Wave upon
wave, spurred on by political commlssars, surged against the

oyvstematiec attack preparation by fire concentrations

.

neavy weapons and artillery or by concentrated commltment of
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was unknown to the Russians in the first years of the war.

When the Russlan attacks, suffering tremendous losses, were
rencatedly doomed to fallure, a transition to 1nflltration tactics
ras made., This method made use chilefly of £ :1ft, moblle forces,

w

If the terraln permltted, preference was given to the use of tanks.

C

In winter, detachments of skl troops were favored.

f

German countermeasures: The Russlan mass attack could be opposed

i — e . T — S

only by an elastic defense 1ln depth snd by a well lald out position.
The task at higher levels was to provlde strong strateglc reserves
and at lower levels to bulld up moblle, powerful combat reserves.
Lverythling depended on qulck, determined action., The Russlans could
not be allowed to galn time for expanding *..21r 1nitlial successes,
for going over to a contlnued attack, or for defending the ground
they had won,

winter warfare necessitated new methods 1n the care and handling
of weapons as well as 1n the cholice of maintenance materlals, for

otherwlse they feiled to functlon 1n the extreme cold.

lndividua.: asslgned to the tralns and supply units had to be
tralned as full=-fledged combat soldlere 1n order that they might
counteracv these tactics of inflltration, 1t became necessary to

give protectlion to all roads and towns near the front or to prepare

chem for all=around defense. These measures also had to be talten

=

in rear areas against partisan bands; unlts of adequate fighting

strength had to be I1mmedlately avallable for engaging them,
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C. Russian Offenslive Tactlcs:

Except for small, local patrol actlons, the Russians lnvariably
attacked on a broad front and assembled overwhelming forces for the
purpose, Co=ordination between the different arms was notlceably

-

improved and patterned after the German form of attack, except,
of course, for the assault-team attack. The Russlan oflenslve
tactics were subjected to many changes by the lessons learned
during the course of the war. ¥ollowing is a summary of theilr
deve lopment & _
1941-42: In the wlnter, after reserves had been brought up,
fussians went over to mass attack often iImprovlised, supported
by strong, out unsystematic artillery fire. Co=0Ordin:tion among
the various lnfantry weapons was also poor. Attacks agalnst tactical
poundary polnts posed a definlite threat, and such points were
sought out and frequently dliscovered,
1945¢ Thls year brought a distinctly new concept of offenslve

tactics. oSudden artillery fire concentrations were supplemented

by massed suvrprise flre from mortars. 7The Russlans attempted to

infiltrate at known soft spots 1ln the German lines, For this purpose
they preferred wooded areus or depresslons which had previously

been desirrated by the tactlcal command. JLf they were successful

in dribbling through by thls bellwether system, they inmedlately

dug 1n and eventually lald mines. Then came the critical moment,

for the forward daisplacement of the artillery and heavy weapons

was slow and co=-ordination was no longer possible.
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and possibly a third one at a similar distance behind the second

one. According to the situation, the second and third trench

could serve as a base for contlinued defense or as a line of depar-

ture for the launching of a counterthlhrust or ci>unteratteack. e} R ¥

of the heavy weapcns and eall of the artlillery to be located back

LTy

of the last trench. Antlitank actlion was initially limlted to

—

Panzerfaeuste /recollless antitank grenade launchers/, bazookas,

wnd antitank rifles, so thet the lccatlon of the AT guns would not

relitturely divulged. In terraln sultable for tank attaeck,

L
&

to be set up, if possible, in positions where they coulad

achleve flenking and surprise flire ageinst the tanks. 1t was neces-

ry to construct es many well-camoufleged alternate positions as

‘I
) A
w

possible for all weapons,

All forces held in resadliness for counterthrusts hed to be made

thoroughly familiar with thelr possible operations and, after detalled

(especieally for tanks, had to practice con-

terraln reconnelilssance S}

stantly all maneuvers they mlght be called on to execute. An alert

reaction, strong use of flre, and great elan could alweys repulse

PIL WO » i ard a o T ~
Che HKHuSSsSl1ans at QIICE ,

olgnal communicaetions hed to be carefully secured, and,

artillerv had to

of thelr breakdown, the heavy we&apons and \

F

"ire according to a predetermined plan.
Ihe following new concepts were introduced into the defense
MLR conslsts of several trenches, 1s located on the

reverse slope, 1s weak 1n front and strong at the rear,
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Powerful, moblle reserves have tO be
end must be in a constaeant state of combat reaudlness,

An abundarnce of alternete positions.

‘ L]

NO fire fron the actual line o{
case of a na jor attack.
All positions conceeled fron
stant regrouplng.
LR had to be llke a rubber band whlich glves under pressure,
rebounds all the faster.
front was often thinly held and full o
f inflltration, Thls practice
mines, lncreased reserves with
whee led vehicles, intenslive reconnalssance

N9 tomary strong=point type of defense had too many dls-

advanteges to be deslgnated as the correct one.

. IV. Combat under Speclel Conditions

'he mentality of the Hussians led them to prefer combat in

woods and towns, for there they could bring thelr cunning into full
Un the other hand, they showed a strong aversion to the

German night attacks,

1t was naturel for the Germans &lso to train for conmbat in

woods end towns, so that they would not need to shun it. But

particular value was ple ' raining for night operatlons 1r

order that the iusslans' spot could be struck repeatedly.
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